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PREFACE. 



wlogy for the present publication 
. necessary, it is to be found in the 
it is one of the most curious addi- 
have of late years been made to 
be termed Shaksperian Literature; 
it supplies a vacuum therein that 
een open, and which, though occa- 
r a time filled up, has been as often 
Every reader of Shakspeare is 
; in the play of " Much Ado about 
the sprightly Beatrice replies to the 
Benedict in the following terms : — 
:e. That I was disdainful, and that 
jood wit out of the Hundred Merry 



cnuiet, j iuiu k/«^w — , _ — 
tes; and commentators have spoken 
•ur of each, with equal confidence, and, 
low proved, with equal error, for the 
is! work, under its original title, printed 
; the life of Shakspeare, has been re- 
to the world by an accident, which is 
elated by the late Mr. S. W. Singer, 
his curious and important addition to 
x>ck of Shakspeariana, had been con- 
1 into pasteboard, which formed the 
s of an old book; in its transformation 
— mnnfi the toDs of many leases, 
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- ventured to fill them up when the 
words were tolerably obvious.** 
ore quotation refers to the present 
as far as page 104, which constitutes 
sntitled, "A Hundred Merry Tales,** 
3 work of which Beatrice speaks, 
lining portion of this volume com- 
mrious collection, published by the 
3. W. Singer, under the supposition 

- were the much desired and long 
lies. 

•ors to which the antiquarian is oc- 
' subject is drolly illustrated in the 
' this book. The second part, com* 
on page 105, and ending, in the 
.t the 1 14th Tale, was first published, 
much ingenuity proved to be the 
u Simon Pure." It was accompa- 
a statement of the probability of 
er having been but one edition; and 
circumstance it waft muT&fe^NJ&ak 



rhich is, with a peculiar naivete, thus an- 
lounced: — 

" When the Tales and Quick Answers were 
•eprinted last year, we omitted to mention, 
hat Warton, in his " History of English 
Poetry," yoI. 3, p. 484, cites from the Sta- 
tioners' Book a license to Henry Bynneman, 
in 1576, to print " Merry Tales, Wittie Ques- 
tions, and Quick Answers!" 

"Last year we urged the probability of there 
never haying been but one edition of the Tales 
and Quick Answers: we are happy to have it 
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The edition from whence the following 
senty-five additional Tales are extracted, is 
an exact copy of Bertholet's Tales and Quicke 
Answeres for the first one hundred and four- 
teen Tales; to which those now here reprinted 
succeed." 

The year does not however expire before 
the real " Simon Pure" makes his appearance, 
and thus dissipates the conjectures of our 
amiable commentator, and sets the question 
for ever at rest, as to what book Shakspeare 
alluded under the title of the " Hundred Merry 
Tales;" Mr. Singer thus notices the circum- 
stance: — 

"It has happened to us, as it frequently 
does to those who build their theories upon 
any other than direct proof; a simple fact, 
or the recovery of a mislaid document, at 
once overthrows all speculation. While we 
were busily engaged in endeavouring to show 
that a little book, printed by EcxtYi^VV^ 



and accomplished scnoiai v 

beare) had by chance discovered a consider 
able fragment of another collection of stories 
under the title of "A. C. Mery Talys." Thu 
demonstrating the fallacy of our conjecture 
as well as those of Mr. Stevens and Mr. Reel 
All future editors of Shakspeare may now re 
satisfied that the book alluded to, in " Mui 
Ado about Nothing," is neither a translati 
of the " Decameron of Boccaccio," nor of f 
" Cent Kouvelles Nouvelles." 
In addition to the fact of its feing so i 
3 Shaksperian lit 
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which niied England to a most derate 
gition among the nations, was still char 
feed by little respect to delicay of spec 
regard for decency of manners. The"Hu 
Merry Tales" were, it would appear, orig 
published in the reign of Henry the 8th, 
1520, and was one of the most popular 
of that day, as is proved by the many alii 
thereto, which are found in contemp 
writers. That its popularity was undimii 
till the time of Mary is certain, as i 
Stationers' books, there is a license to r 
it, dated 1557; from the same source w 
another license to print it in 1576, sh 
that its vulgar licentiousness was still rel 
Laneham also speaks of it in his letter, 
20th of August, 1575, and directed un 
good friend, Master Humfrey Martin, i 
stantial merchant, whom he appears tc 
to astonish by a recitation of his con 
tout, and of his intimacy with the © 
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lumerating the books in 
un Cox, whom he thus 
rot, Captin Cox, an od 
ght akilfull, very cunning, 
Gawin, for his tonsword 
nd; great onersight hath 
e." This captain it would 
>gue of his books, was well 
ire of the day; and the 
iez" appears beside the 
" Danielz Dreams:," and 
>ned, as familiar to the 

lg to his Mend, Martin, 
personages who figured 
visit to Kenilworth, and 
as though it were neces- 
on of one of " great ouer- 
storie." In submitting 
>n to the public we have 
y as possible the style 
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d original, though to render it intelligible 
*e hare used modern phraseology. With 
respect to the character of the Tales, and their 
influence upon society, we are not in the least 
fearful that the pleasure to be derived from 
that portion which possesses talent, combined 
with the interest it excites as a relic of the 
manners and morals of a people of a particular 
period, will be decreased by fear of their hay- 
ing any influence in injuring morality or 
religion: the antiquated licentiousness of such 
as are objectionable, is only disgusting; it fills 
us with astonishment, that such should ever 
have been received with applause, but it could 
neither stir the passions of the most mercurial, 
nor excite the imagination of the most libidin- 
ous : their startling absurdity may excite some 
to laughter, they can win none to a liking. 

Licentious, however, as some of these tales 
certainly are, they are chaste when compared 
with the " Cent Nouvelle NouveUe," the oou- 



nferior to 
f we may 
eatrice is 
e himself 
Jt They 
from the 
inal pro- 
ay long 

booksel- 
U there- 
cency of 
are not 
n many 
y, while 
tions of 
fferred. 
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TALE I —OF HIM THAT SAID THKU WZU BUT TWO 
COMMANDMENTS. 

There was in the country a certain curate 
that preached in the pulpit of the ten com- 
mandments, saying, that there were ten com- 

i mandments that every man should keep, and 
he that break any of them committed sin; 
howbeit he said, that sometimes it was deadly 

' and sometimes venial : but when it was deadly 
sin and when venial there were many doubts 
therein. And a miller, a young man, a mad 
fellow, who came seldom to church, and had 
been at very few or no sermons in his life, 
answered him shortly in this wise : " I marvel, 
master parson, that ye say there are so many 
commandments, and so many douts, for I 
never heard tell of but two commandments^ 
that is to say, command me to 700, 
mand me from you : nor I neves \^ & 
more dovts than twain, that ia to «aj , d««*^» 



By this tale we may set 
brought up without learning or good maia.. 
can never be other than rude and beastly, 
although possessed of good natural wits. 



TALE II.— or tub wifb wno laid with heb afpbbit- 

TICK, AND CAUSED HIM TO BBAT HEB HUSBAND, WHO 
WAS DISGUISED IN HEB APPABEL. 

There was a wife who had appointed her 
apprentice to come to her bed in the night 
which servant had long endeavoured to hav 
his pleasure, and who, according to appoin 
ment, came to her bed-side in the night, wh 
her husband was with her in bed, which, wr 
~-"*ived, she caught the apprentice 
" him fast, awakened 
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l may think best" The 
ibrmed, put on his wife's cl 
*o the arbour, and when he 
apprentice took his place by 
wife, and having remained an 1 
wife thought it time for hirr 
thus said, " now go thy way 
and meet him, and take a go 
hand, and say, thou didst ma 
ment to prove whether I wc 
woman or not, and then rewa 
thinkest best." The appren 
his mistress's counsel, went ii 
where he found his master d: 
tress's apparel, and said, "Ah! 
thou come hither; now I see 
be false to my master thou 
also; but I would rather tho 
than I would do him so trai 
therefore, I shall give thee 1 
that thy conduct has deserve 
diately he began to thrash him 
shoulders and back, and gave 
two of stripes; the master, i 
treatment, called to him, " peax 
own true servant, for God's 
hand, for I am thy master, 
tress;" "nay," said the apj 
D 2 
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saidtt 

then tl 
he askt 
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. sound! 

glad,« 
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it alwa; 
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dwelt 
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he wc 
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icrth in his devil's apparel; and his way la. 
through a warren of rabbits, belonging to i 
gentleman of the village, where he himseh 
dwelt ; at which time it happened that a priest, 
a vicar of the church, with two or three other 
idle fellows, brought with them a horse, a 
snare, and a ferret, to take the rabbits; and 
when the ferret was in the earth, and the 
snare set over the path where this John 
ldroyns should come, the priest and his fel* 
yws, seeing him coming, and considering they 
ere in the devil's service, by stealing the 
bbits, thought it was the devil indeed, ran 
ay for fear. This John Adroyns, as it was 
lewhat dark, and being in haste, saw not 
snare, but stumbled over it, and with the 
he almost broke his neck. But when he 
a, little recovered he looked up and saw 
9 a snare to take rabbits, and that the 
and his fellows ran away for 



uning to the gate, durst not open it, but 
iked with a loud voice who was there; 
hereupon this John Adroyns in the devil's 
)parel, answered him, "tell thy master I 
ust needs speak to him, or I go." The ser- 
int hearing this — 

[A few lines wanting.] 

the devil indeed is at the gate, sitting upon 
horse, which is laden with souls, and proba- 
y come for your soul also; do ye intend to 
t him have your soul, for if he had it I think 
i would go." The gentleman then, being 
Dnderfully frightened, called his chaplain, 
ith as many servants as durst go, and, taking 
candle and holy water, went to the gate, 
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/oyns, seeing them conjure after such man- 
jt, said, "nay, fear not me, for I am a good 
evil, even John Adroyns, your neighbour, 
ho played the devil to day in the play, and I 
ring my master a dozen or two of his own 
ibbits, which were stolen, indeed, and the 
one, and the snare, and made the thieves 
•om fear to run away." When they heard 
im speak, by his voice they knew him well, 
nd opened the gate and let him in; so all 
leir fear was turned to mirth and sport. 
By this tale we may see that men fear 
luch more than they need, which causes 
thers to believe that spirits and devils have 
een seen in divers places when it was not so. 



TALE IV.— OF THS RICH MAN AND HIS TWO 8058. 

There was a rich man, who lay in his bed 
ck unto death, therefore his eldest son came 

> him and besought him to give his blessing; 

> whom the father said, ** my son, thou shalt 
ave God's blessing and mine, and because 
ton hast ever been dutiful and well behaved, 
give and bequeath to thee all my lands;" to 
hom the son answered, " nay, father, I trust, 
f God's grace, thou wilt long live to occupy 
icm yourself." Soon after this the second 



bequeath thee all my moveaoie j 
the son answered, "nay, my fathe 
will long lire to use your goods j 

[A few Una w an t ed.] 

By this tale we may perceive 
people that ♦ * ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ their fr 
in youth, in times — 



TALE V.— OP TEE CUCKOLD WHO OAIM 
JUDGMENT. 

Two gentlemen, who were a> 
pointed to meet a gentlewoman 
ber at different hours, but tl 
The first came at the appoints 
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it up. They then agreed to be decided by the 
first man they met; and it so happened that 
they met the husband of this gentlewoman, 
and requested him to decide between them: 
after showing him the whole matter, "then, 
my judgment is," said he, "that he who owned 
the sheets should have the ring." " Then," 
said they, " for your good judgment you shall 
have the ring." 

TALE VI.— OF THE SCHOLAB WHO QAVB BH SHOES TO 
BE MENDED. 

In the University of Oxford there was a 
scholar that delighted much to speak elo- 
quently, and to use high-flown language, and 
technical terras, who came to a cobler with 
his shoes which wanted nailing, and said as 
follows: — "Cobler, I pray thee, set two tri- 
angles and two semi-circles upon my sub- 
pedestals, and I shall pay thee for thy labour." 
The cobler, because he did not understand him, 
answered shortly, and said, "sir, your elo- 
quence passes my intelligence, but I promise 
you if ye meddle with me, the nailing of your 
shoes shall cost you threepence." 

By this tale you may see that it is a folly 
to speak in technical terms to those who are 
rude and unlearned. 
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ef, or peradventure it would endanger her 
fe; to whom the woman answered, " indeed, 
good neighbour, I have cause to mourn, if ye 
did but know all; for I have buried three 
husbands besides this man, but was never in 
the case I now am, for there was not one of 
them but that, when I followed the corpse to 
church, I was sure of another husband before 
I came back; and now I am sure of no other 
husband ; therefore, you see I have great cause 
to be sad and heavy. 

By this tale we may see the truth of tho 
proverb, which says, "it is as great pity to see 
a woman weep as a goose to go barefoot" 



TALE IX.— OF TBM WOMAN WHO SAID HEB LOVEB CAMS 
TOO LATE. 

There was another woman, kneeling at the 
mass of requiem while the corpse of her hus- 
band lay on the bier in the church, to whom a 
young man came and spake in her ear as 
though it had been something concerning the 
funeral; however he spake of no such matter, 
but only wooed her, that he might be her 
husband; to whom she answered, "sir, by my 
troth, I am sorry ye came so late, for I am 



This tale sho^ct^ . 
wise, and loth to lose any time. 



TALE X.— of tbs nun with his golds* thumb. 

A merchant, who thought to quiz a millei 
said unto him in a large company, ''sir, 1 hav< 
heard say that every miller has a golda 
thumb;" the miller answered, that it was tra 
"Then," said the merchant, "let me see tb 
thumb;" and when the miller showed 1? 
thumb, the merchant said, "I cannot percei 
that thy thumb is gilt, but it is as all otJ 
men's thumbs be." The miller answei 
"sir, it is true that my thumb is gilt, but 
have no power to see it, for there is 
* A *>iat no cuckold has powc 
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a friar to shrive him, and prepare him for 
41th. This friar then vnmmfA him of various 
iins, and asked him, among others, what was 
the greatest sin he ever committed. The 
horseman answered him, "the greatest sin 
that ever I did, and which I now most repent, 
is, that when I found O'Connor last week in 
a church, I might have burned him, church 
and all; and because conscience prevented me 
burning the church, I tamea so long that 
O'Connor escaped; and that same deferring of 
burning the church is one of the worst acts of 
my life, of which I have to repent." The friar, 
perceiving him in this mind, said, "peace, in 
the name of God, and change thy mind, and 
die in charity, or thou wilt never go to hea- 
ven." "Nay," quoth the horseman, "I will 
never change that mind, whatever becomes of 
my souL" The friar, hearing this, came to 
O'Connor, and said, "sir, in the name of God, 
have pity upon this man's soul, and let him not 
die in this mind, for if he die now, he is so 
utterly out of charity, his soul will surely be 
damned." The horseman, hearing the friar 
thus entreat for him, said to O'Conner, " thou 
seest plainly by this man's words, that, if I die 
now, I am out of charity, I shall not go to 
heaven; and so it is, that I am out of charity 



ncu. veu. kj v^uuiier neamig inw answer 
the horseman, spared his life, and forgave hi 
that time. 

By this tale we may see that he who is 
danger of his enemy, who hath no pity, cann 
do better than show him the utmost extent 
the malice he beareth toward him. 



TALE XII.— OF THE PBIXST WHO NEITHXB SAID COM 
ME US NOB, CORPUS MSUM. 

The archdeacon of Essex who had been lot 
in authority, in a time of visitation, when s 
the priests appeared before him, called asi< 
three of the young priests, who were accus* 
that they could not well say their divine se 
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rera men be of divers opinions, and that 
t be sure not to offend, when I came to 
oe I left it out altogether/' Then the 
openly rebuked them all three; but 
who were present, thought him more 
t himself, in that he before admitted 
3 be priests. 

tale showeth that one ought to take 
ow he rebuketh another lest it turn to 
1 discomfort. 



till. — OF TWO FRIARS WHEREOF ONE LOVED NOT 
BE EEL'S READ NOR THE OTUER THE TAIL. 

friars sat at a gentleman's table, who 
fore him, on a fasting day, an eel, and 

head off the eel, and laid it on one of 
ar's plate; but the friar, because he 
have had of the middle of the eel, said 
gentleman, that he loved no eel heads, 
mtleman also cut the tail off the eel, 
d it on the other friar's plate; he like- 
9cause he would have had of the middle 
eel, said, he loved no eel tails. This 
nan, perceiving this, gave the tail to 
10 said he loved not the head, and gave 
id to him who said he loved not the tail ; 
for the middle he ate part himself and 



ptll V \jm. .. 

By this tale ye see that those «uu ^ 
best part, sometimes therefore, lose it 
part and all. 

TALE XIV.— OF TBI WELSHMAN THAT 8HBOVJ 
B&KAXINQ HIS FAST ON A FftlDAY. 

A Welshman, dwelling in a wild 
Wales, came to his curate in the time 
and was confessed; and when his a 
was at the end, the curate asked 1 
had any other thing to say that gr 
conscience; who, sore abashed, ans* 
a word a great while; at last, by ex 
of his ghostly father; he said that 
- — *»»w in his mind that he was 



MRRBT TALES. 



17 



was making a cheese on a Friday, I would hare 
fain known if it was salt or fresh, and took a 
little of the whey in my hand and put it into 
my mouth, and, before I was aware of it, part 
of it went down my throat, against my will, and 
so I broke my fast;" to whom the curate said, 
" if there is no other thing, I warrant God will 
forgive thee." So when he had well comforted 
him with the mercy of God, the curate pressed 
him to answer a question truly; and when 
the Welshman had promised to tell the truth, 
the curate said, there were robberies and mur- 
ders done near the place where he lived, and 
divers men found slain; and asked him if he 
knew any thing pointing to any of them; to 
whom he answered, " yes ;" and said he had been 
privy to many of them, and did help to rob 
and to slay divers of them. Then the curate 
asked him why he did not confess him thereof: 
the Welshman answered, he took that for no 
sin, for it was a custom among them, that if 
any booty came of any rich merchant, riding, 
that it was but a true neighbour's deed, one 
to help the other; and so they held it but for 
good fellowship and neighbourhood. 

Here may ye see that some have remorse of 
conscience for small venial sins, and fear not 
to do great offences, without fear of the world 
o 
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. mouth that letted h 
aster parson," quoth th 
•thing in niy mouth bu 
use I know not where 
* would take some spend 
for I know not what nee 
of;" and immediately aft 
before he was confessed, o 
man could perceive, and 
to the devil. 

By this tale ye may se 
their lives will never do cl 
hours, that God, in time 
not suffer them to have g 



(Villi 111 bllC »» v.^ 

coat, a scape-grace of His 
showed him his intent; this tailor, likewi* 
showed him that he intended to steal a shee] 
and so they both there agreed to go forwar 
every man severally with his purpose; ai 
after that they appointed to make good che 
with each other, and to meet again in tl 
church porch, and he that came first to tar? 
for the other. The miller, when he h 
obtained his nuts, came first to the chir 
porch and tarried for his fellow; and, 
meanwhile, sat still there, and cracked d 
It happened that the sexton of the chr 
because it was about nine o'clock, came to 
curfew; and when he looked in the pore? 
*U in white cracking nuts, he th 

man ri'aon rvnf 
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greed. The sexton then took the 
ri* neck, and came into the church- 
• the miller in the porch,, seeing 
j hearing a thing on his neck, 
had been the tailor coming with 
Jid rose up to meet them; and as 
rard them, he asked, "is he fat? 
' The sexton, hearing him say 
; cast down the cripple, saying, 
i take him as he is," and ran away; 
>ple, by miracle was made whole, 
ay as fast as he, or faster. This 
giving that there were two, and 
1 after the other, thought that one 
he tailor stealing the sheep, and 
after him to take him; and fearing 
d spied him also, stealing the nuts, 
left his nuts behind him, and as 
he could, ran home to his mill, 
le was gone the tailor came with 
heep to the church porch to seek 
ind when he found there the nut 
lpposed that his fellow had been 
gone home again, (as he was in- 
jfore he took up the sheep again on 
id went toward the mill; but yet, 
while, the sexton ran away, not to 
jse, but went to the i£tt\%\i^f&g&* 



nuts as ye u&.v - 
priest said, he would go ana 
the sexton would go with him; and s< 
both agreed. The priest did on his surpli 
a stole about his neck, and took holy 
with him, and came with the sexton t 
the church; and as soon as he en ten 
church-yard, the tailor, with the white 
on his neck, intending, as I before have 1 
to go down to the mill, met with the 
thought that the priest in his surpl' 
been the miller in his white coat, ai 
"by God, I have him, I have him; w i 
the sheep he had stolen. The pries 
the tailor all in black, and a white 
his neck, thought it was the devil 
-^irit of the dead man 
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tailor answered, and said, "by God, I have 
caught one of them, and tied him fast by the 
legs;" but the miller, hearing him say that 
he had him tied fast by the legs, thought it 
had been the constable that had taken the 
tailor for stealing the sheep, and had tied him 
by the legs, and feared he had come to take 
him also for stealing the nuts; wherefore the 
miller opened a back door and ran away as 
fast as he could: the tailor, hearing the back 
door opening, went on the other side of the 
mill, and saw the miller running away, and 
stood there a little while musing with the 
sheep on his neck. Then was the parish 
priest and the sexton, standing there under 
the mill-house, hiding them for fear, and saw 
the tailor again with the sheep on his neck, 
and thought still it had been the devil with 
the man's spirit, and for fear ran away; but 
because they knew not the ground well, the 
priest leaped into a ditch, almost over his head, 
and fearing to be drowned, cried with a loud 
voice, "help, help;" then the tailor looked 
and saw the miller run one way, and the 
sexton another, and heard the priest crying 
help, thought it had been the constable with 
a great company, to take him to prison for 
stealing the sheep, so he threw tawn \b& 
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die in a woman's eye." The wind said, "if ye 
list to speak with me ye shall be sure to have 
me among aspen leaves, or else in a woman's 
tongue." "Then," quoth the fire, "if any of 
you list to seek me ye shall ever be sure to 
find me in a flint stone, or else in a woman's 
heart." 

By this tale you may learn as. well the 
properties of the four elements as the proper- 
ties of woman. 



TALE XVm.— or the woman who pouud the 

POTAGE IN THE JUDGE'S MALE. 

There was a justice but late in the realm of 
England, called Master Vavesor, a very home- 
ly man, and rude of conditions, and loved 
never to spend much money. This Master 
Vavesor rode on a time in his circuit in the 
north country, where he had agreed with the 
sheriff for a certain sum of money for his 
charges through the sbire; so that, at every 
inn and lodging, this Master Vavesor paid for 
his own costs. It fortuned so, that when he 
came to a certain lodging, he commanded one 
Turpin, his servant, to see that he used good 
husbandry, and to save such things as were 
left, and to carry them with him to sjerreYsm. 



ui me nouse, perceiving that he t 
fragments and victuals with him i 
and put in the clothes sack, she 
the potage that was left in the pc 
Turpin had turned his back a litt 
poured the potage into the clothes 
run upon the justice's robe of scarl 
of his garments, and soiled them i 
that they were much hurt there 
Turpin, suddenly turning, saw it, 
the wife therefore, and ran to his i 
told him what she had done; where 
Vavesor immediately called the wi 
to her thus, " thou drab, what hast 
why hast thou poured the potage in 
sack and marred my raiment and g 
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it in your clothes sack, I therein put the potage 
that was left, because ye have well and truly 
paid for them; if 1 should keep any thing 
from you that ye have paid for, perad venture 
ye would trouble me in the law another time." 

Here ye may see that he that playeth the 
niggard too much some time it turneth to his 
own Iosj. 



TALE XIX.— OF TBS WEDDSD MEN WHO CAMS TO 
HEAVEN TO CLAIM THEU HEBITAOS. 

A certain wedded man there was, who, 
when he was dead, came to heaven's gates to 
St. Peter, and said, he came to claim his bad 
heritage which he had deserved, St. Peter 
asked him what he was; and he said, "a 
wedded man;" anon St. Peter opened the 
gates, and bade him come in, for he was wor- 
thy to have his heritage, because he had had 
much trouble, and was worthy to have a 
crown of glory. Anon there came another 
man, and said he had had two wives; to whom 
St. Peter answered and said, " come in for 
thou art worthy to have a double crown of 
glory, for thou hast had double trouble. At 
the last there came the third, claiming his 
heritage, and said to St. Peter, th&t to tail 



a -j mvuuic again, tnerefore go thy way 

to hell, for thou shalt never come in heaven, 
thou art not worthy." 

This tale is a warning to them, who have 
been twice in peril, to beware how they come 
therein the third time. 



TALE XX.— op the kebchant who chauged his so* 

TO FIND ONE TO SINO FO& HIS SOUL. 

A rich merchant of London there was, who 
had one son that was somewhat unthrifty; 
therefore his father, upon his death bed, called 
him to him, and said, he well knew that he 
had been unthrifty; howbeit, if he knew he 
would mend his conditions he would make him 
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lot, that in a short time he had 
tpent all, and had nothing left but 
a cock, that was his father's. It 
den that one of his friends came to 
id he was very sorry that he had 
inch; and asked him how he would 

promise made to his father, that 
«p one to sing for him : this young 
red and said, '* by God, yet I will 

promise, for I will keep this same 
still, and he will crow every day, 
hall sing every day for my father's 
o I will perform my promise well 

ale ye may see, that it is wisdom 

do good deeds himself, while he 

1 not to trust to the prayer and 
his executors. 



I.— OP THE MAID THAT WAS WASHING 
TOES, AND ANSWERED THE FBIAB* 

is a maid stood by a river's side, in 
washing clothes, and as she stooped 
, her smock cleaved between her 
i friar passing by and noticing this, 
1 in sport, "maid, take heed, for 
tes on the bridle;" "nay, wise 




oth but 
ill come 

answer 
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ick, and opened it, and poured all the 
n the sack into the running river, 
all the meal was lost, and said thus, 
Tilth, neighbours, because ye strive 
ig over the bridge those sheep which 
t bought, nor wot not where they be, 
est, therefore, there is even as much 
ur heads as there is meal now in my 

le showeth you that some men taketh 
nselves to teach other men wisdom, 
y are but fools themselves. 



III.— Or TBS OEET FBIAB WHO ANSWSBED HIS 

PENITENT. 

re is not sufficient of this story to 
r sense of it, although quite sufficient 
t was one of ribaldry, it is omitted; 
ns consisted of but eight lines. 



CIV.— OF THE OSMTLElf AN THAT BABE THE 
EAT Or THE PBIVT ABOUT HIS NECK. 

adler (being a widower) dwelt at 
near London, who had a fair daugh- 
1 a young gentleman of Thavies Inn 
ontinually, with a view to have his 
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sry seal, but the hole in the seat fitted so 
iose to his head that he pulled the seat board 
up in the attempt, with which, still hanging 
about his neck, he ran against the father and 
knocked him down, he being an old man 

[A Jew lines wanting in the original.} 
A CART LADEN WITH COALS, IN WHICH WEBB 

two or three skittish horses; the horses seeing 
the gentleman coming towards them, clothed 
only in his shirt, with the seat of the privy 
about his neck, started aside, and upset the 
cart, whereby the coals fell out, some in one 
place and some in another, and the horses broke 
their traces, and ran some toward Smithfield 
and some toward Newgate; the collier im- 
mediately ran after them, but was an hour or 
more before he got his horses together again, 
by which time the people of the street were 
risen, and came to the place and saw it strewn 
with coals; erery one then gathered up coals, 
till most part of the coals were gone before 
the collier had got his horses together again. 
During this time the gentleman went through 
St Andrew's Church-yard toward Thavies 
Inn, and there met the sexton coming to ring 
the bell for morning mass, who, when he saw 
the gentleman in his shirt in the chu^V^^, 
x> 



with the privy seat about his neck, thought it 
was a spirit, and cried, "alas! alas! a spirit!" 
and ran back again to his house, and for fear 
was almost out of his wits, and was very bad for 
a long time afterward. The gentleman, then, 
because Thavies Inn gates were not opened, ran 
to the back part, and leaped over the garden 
wall, but in leaping the privy seat so troubled 
him, that he fell down into the garden, and 
had almost broken his neck, and there he lay 
still, till the principal of the Inn came into the 
garden, who, when he saw him lay there, 
thought some man had been slain and cast 
over the wall, and he durst not come near him 
until he had called up his company, which, 
when many of the gentlemen had come to- 
gether, looked well upon him, and knew him, 
and then relieved him; but the seat which 
was about his neck had caused his head so to 
swell, that they could not get it off until they 
obtained hatchets and cut it off. 

Thus was the wench well japed, and for fear 
ran away from her father; her father's arm 
was hurt; the collier lost his coals; the sexton 
was almost out of his wits; and the gentlema' 
had almost broken his neck. 




XBRBT TALES. 



XE XXV. — OF THE mebchant's wife who SAID I 
WOULD Till A MAP AT SEftMON. 

A merchant's wife there was in Bow par: 
in London, to whom her maid came on a Si 
day in Lent, after dinner, and said, 44 mistres 
quoth she, " they ring at St. Thomas of Aci 
for there shall be a sermon preached anoi 
to whom the mistress answered and sa 
"marry, God's blessing have thy heart 
warning me thereof, and because I slept i 
well all this night, I pray thee bring my st 
with me, for I will go thither, to look whethc 
can take a nap there while the priest 
preaching." 

By this ye may see that many one got 
to church as much for other things as 
devotion. 



TALE XXVI.— or tub woman that said ip she lp 

ANOTHER YBAft SHE WOULD HAVB A CUCKOLD'S HAT 
HJEK OWN. 

Of the above tale but a few words remain 
the original 



TALE XXVII.— -OP THX GENTLEMAN THAT WISHED 
TOOTH IN THE GENTLEWOMAN** TAIL. 

A gentleman and gentlewoman sat togetl 
talking, which gentleman had great ^va. 
d2 
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By this ye may see, that direr* men have so 
evil and large conscience, that they think if 
they do one good deed, or refrain from doing 
one evil sin, that it is satisfaction for other sins 
and offences. 



TALE XXIX.— OF THE WELSHMAN THAT COULD NOT 
GET BUT A LITTLE MALE. 

There was a company of gentlemen in North- 
amptonshire who went to hunt for deer in the 
neighbourhood beside Stony Stratford, among 
I which gentlemen, there was one had a Welsh- 
! man to his servant, a good archer, which when 
they came to a place, where they thought they 
should find deer, appointed this Welshman to 
stand still, and forbade him in any wise to shoot 
at no rascal deer, but to make sure of the 
great male, and spare not; "well/* quoth this 
Welshman, " I will do so;" anon came by many 
great deer, and rascal, but ever he let them 
go and took no heed to them; and within an 
hour after, he saw, come riding on the high- 
way, a man of the country, which had a 
budget hanging to his saddle-bow, and when 
this Welshman espied him he bade him stand, 
and began to draw his bow, and bade him 
deliver that little male, that hung at Ids saddle- 



K»w; this man, for fear of his life, was glad to 
deliTer him his budget, and so did, and then 
rode his war, and was glad he was so escaped : 
and when this man of the country was gone, 
the Welshman was very glad, and went im- 
mediately to seek his master, and at the last 
found him with his company; and when he 
saw him, he came to him and said, " there, 
master, by cotte's prod and her nail, I have 
stood yonder these two hours, and I could see 
never a male but a little male that a man had 
hanging at his saddle-bow, and that I hare 
gotten, and lo, here it is;" then took his master 
the budget, which he had taken away from 
the aforesaid man, for the which deed, both 
the master and the servant were afterward in 
great trouble. 

By this ye may learn, that it is great folly 
for a master to put a servant to that business 
whereof he can nothing skill, and wherein he 
hath not been used. 



TALE XXX.— OP THE GENTLEWOMAN THAT SAID TO A 
GENTLEMAN, "YE HAVE A BEABD ABOVE, AND KOMt 
BELOW." 

A gentleman about twenty years of age, 
somewhat disposed to mirth and gaiety, on a 



TALE XXXI.— of the fbiab who iaid our lord fed 

FIVE THOUSAND PEOPLE WITH THREE FISHES. 

' There was a certain white friar, who was a 
rery glutton and a great niggard, which had 
an ungracious boy, which ever followed him, 
and bare his cloak; and what for the friar's 
gluttony, and for his churlishness, the boy, 
where he went, could scarcely get meat 
enough, for the friar would eat almost all 
himself: but on a time, the friar made a 
sermon in the country, wherein he touched 
very many miracles which Christ did before 
his passion, among which he specially re- 



boy. who careu uw. c 
reason that his master was st 
cried out aloud, that all the ch 
said, "by my faith, then, then 
there;" which answer made 
laugh, so that for shame, the f 
the • • • • • he then depai 
church • • • • 

By this ye may see that 
depart with such as he hath 



T ALB XXXIL— 49 TSB FEAWKL 1 
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A rich franklyn, dwellin/ 
* • * had a friar in his I 
* * v - -M hv anv n 
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friends, and I win tarry a fortnight longer bat 
I will see yon friends again, or I depart;" the 
franklyn perceiving that he could do no good, 
nor would not depart by none other means, 
answered him shortly, and said, "by God, 
friar, but thou shalt abide here no longer," 
and took him by the shoulders and thrust him 
out of the doors of the house. 

By this ye may see, that he that will learn 
no good by examples in a manner to him 
shown, is worthy of open rebuke. 



TALE XXXIII.— of ths rsixsT that said oue lady 

WAS HOT SO CUBIOUS A WOMAN. 

In the town* of Bottely dwelt a miller whose 
daughter was a comely wench, and the curate 
of the next town loved her, and the report 
was, that he had her at his pleasure. On a 
time this . curate preached of those curious 
wires now-a-days ; and whether it were for the 
occasion, or whether it came out, at all adven- 
tures he had penned to say thus in his sermon: 
44 ye wives, ye be so curious in all your works, 
that ye wot not what ye mean, but ye should 
follow our Lady; our Lady was not so curious 
as ye be, but she was a good homely wench, 
like the miller's daughter at Bottely." At 



man, mat * H — f . 

praise or to name the same perso: 

it bring him into further slander. 



TALE XXXIV. — OF THE GOOD MAN W 
WIFB THAT HB HAD «VTL FA 

A begging friar came into s 
house in the country, and beca 
man thought this friar might 
good, he therefore thought to m 
cheer, and because his wife wo 
no good meat for cost, he there 
time said thus, "by God, wife, 
didst dress me no good meat 
were it not for master friar, 
have half a dozen stripes;" "i 
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B XXXV I.— OP THE GENTLEMAN THAT ASKED THE 
niAJt POK HIS BBOTHEJU 

i the term time a good old gentleman, 
g a lawyer, came to London to the term, 

as he came, he happened to overtake a 
r which was an unthrift, and went alone 
lout his brother, wherefore this gentleman 
3d this friar, where was his brother that 
aid keep him company, and said, it was 
trary to his religion to go alone, and it 
ild cause people to suppose him to be some 
state, or some unthrift. "By God, sir," 
th the friar, "my brother commendeth 
iself unto your mastership;" " why," quoth 

gentleman, "I know him not;" "then," 
th the friar to the gentleman, "ye are the 
re fool to ask for him." 
\y this tale ye may see, that he that giveth 
nsel to any unthrift, and teacheth him his 
y, shall have oftentimes but a mock for his 
dut. 



aR XXXVII.— OF THE Tint EE KEN WHO CHOSE THE 
WOMAN. 

Fhree gentlemen came into an inn where a 
* woman was tapstress, wherefore as these 
ee were making merry each of them kissed 
', and made good pastime and pleasure \ 



fair face, tnai x uu^uv V u r .~ J ~ 

" Then," quoth the second, " I would have 
breast and heart, for there Keth her lc 
"Then," quoth the third, "there is not 
left for me, but the loins, buttocks, and le 
am content to have them for my part" 
when these gentlemen had passed an hoi 
two there, they took their leare and 
going away; but, before they went out 
third man, who had chosen the belly 
buttocks, did kiss the tapstress, and bad< 
farewell; when the man, who had chosei 
face, said, "why dost thou so? thou dot 
wrong to kiss the part I had chosen." 
quoth the other, " I pray thee be not an) 
am content that thou shalt kiss my part f 
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ihe tooth-ache, and he 
iter thereof, who said 
aedicines, and that he 
ok, and see if he could 
an for the tooth-ache; 
f his daughters to his 
he immediately looked 

season, and then said 
mas, here is a medicine 
d it is a charm, but it 
less you kneel on your 
, Charity." This man, 
his pain, kneeled, and 

Charity let me have 
' quoth the gentleman, 
ad say after me — "The 

quoth Thomas, "the 
-"the Trinity on the 
y on the Tuesday;" — 
iday," "the wit on the 
oly, holy Thursday;" 
(day."— "and all that 
I all that fast on Fri- 
mouth on Saturday." 
c), hearing his master 
anger started up, and 
mocking churl, I will 
ore," and went forth to 



**** 




and in the morning early, as he ap- 
d, came to him to the sign of the Bull; 
da this gentleman saw him, he bade him 
with him into the city, and he should be 

^jcd anon; and they immediately went to- 
gether, till they came in to St. Lawrence 
Church in the Jury, where the gentleman 
espied a priest going to mass, and told the 
scholar, that yonder is the priest that hath 
the tippet for you, and bid him kneel down in 
the pew, and he should speak to him for it. 
And this gentleman went to the priest, and 
said, "sir, here is a scholar, a kinsman of 
mine, greatly diseased with the chin-cough, I 
pray you, when mass is done, give him three 
draughts of your chalice." The priest granted 
him, and turning to the scholar, said, " sir, I 
shall serve you as soon as mass is done;" the 
scholar then tarried still, and heard the mass, 
trusting that when the mass was done, that 
the priest would give him his tippet of sarce- 
net. This gentleman, in the meanwhile, de- 
parted out of the church. This priest, when 
mass was done, put wine in the chalice, and 
came to the scholar, kneeling in the pew, and 
proffering him to drink of the chalice; the 
scholar looked upon him, and mused, and said, 

why, master parson, wherefore pxoffet ^exaa 
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m mm come in to ■peas to my iora; 
ter, knowing his lord's pleasure, would 
ar him to come in at the gates; where- 
at Master Skelton to the hack side, to 
ne other way of coming to the place. 

> place was moated, so that he could 
way of coming over, except where 

y a long tree over the moat, in manner 
idge: wherefore this Master Skelton 
xm the tree to get over, and when he 
lost over, his foot slipped, and he fell 

> moat up to the middle; but at last he 
ed himself, and dried himself again as 
he could, and suddenly appeared before 
iop, who was in his hall, being lately 
rom his dinner; who, when he saw 

1 coming, said, " why how now, caitiff, 
sd thee thou should never come in at 
e, and commanded the porter to keep 
it:" "forsooth my lord," said Skelton, 
;h ye gave such charge, and though 
ites be never so surely kept, yet, it is 
' possible to keep me out of your doors 
is crows and pyes, for I came not in at 

B 



from home." This carter, being nothing afraid 
of him, answered, "yea, marry, what then?" 
"What then!" quoth the yeoman, "by God's 
heart, hadst thou not told me the truth, I 
wouldst have broken thy head:" and so the 
yeoman of the guard returned, and no hurt 
done, and no stroke stricken or offered. 

By this ye may see that oftimes the greatest 
boasters, when it cometh to the proofs be the 
greatest cowards. 



TALE XLII.— of the fool that said he bad eathb 

GO TO HELL THAN HEAVEN. 

A fool there was, dwelling with a gentleman 

in t.h#» miint.rv who won pjtHpd a orp#»«t. tvrnnt. 
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or I had rather go to hell;" then 
ced him, why he had rather go to 
ny troth," said the fool, " I will 
master, and I am sure my master 
ill, for every man saith he shall 
il, and therefore I will go thither 



—OF TUB PLOUGHMAN'S 809, WHO SAID HI 
ffl MAKE A GOOSE SING SWEETLY. 

9 a certain ploughman's son in 
sixteen years of age, who never 
nto company, hut always went to 
msbandry. On a time this young 
i wedding with his father, where 
•laying upon a lute ; and when he 
at night, his mother asked him 
ie had seen at the wedding? this 
d her, **by my troth, mother, 
ie brought a goose in his arms, 
her so upon the neck, that she 
tetest that I ever heard goose to 
fe." 



—OF THE MAID'S ANSWER THAT WAS WITH 
CHILD. 

hant's house in London there was 
was pregnant, to whom the mis- 



lUttJr xxvu j. nu . ~ , . 

•well as hens lay eggs without a cock." 

By this ye may see it is hard to find a 
woman without an excuse. 



TALE XL V.— OF THE tXBVAHT WHO BHYMHD WITH HIS 
MA8TEJU 

A gentleman there was who lived nigh 
Kingston-upon-Thamea, while riding in the 
•country with his servant, ( who was not the 
quickest fellow, hut rode always sadly by his 
master's side, and uttered yery few words,) 
said to him, " wherefore ridest thou so sadly? I 
would have thee tell me some tale to beguile the 
time with:" "by my troth, master," quoth he, 
" T ™" *<»ii r\n taip?** "then." said the master, 



mnr talks. 



by my troth," said the master, "that is * 
therefore I will begin to make a rhyme, 
let me see how well thou canst follow 
master;" meanwhile he began to rhyme ft 
" Many men's swans swim in Thames, 
do mine." 
Quoth the servant, 
" And many a man lyeth by other m 
wives, and so do I by thine." 
"What dost thou, whoreson?** quoth 
master: " nothing/' quoth he, " but make 
the rhyme;" "but," quoth the master, 
c charge thee tell me why thou sayest 
I " forsooth, master," quoth he, " for nothi 
the world but to make up your rhj 
& . " then," quoth the master, M if thou doc 
th ! nothing else I am content." So the j 
b forgave him his saying, although, per 
!& tore, he said truth. 



TALE XL VI.— OF THE WELSHMAN WHO DILI' 
* LRTn TO THE APE. 

a 

l [A few line* wanting.] 

And commanded ' his servant short 1 
i him an answer. This Welshman c 

e chief justice's place, and at the f 

ape sitting, in a coat made for 1 



understood him not, came again to his master, 
according to his commands, and told him he 
delivered the letter to the son of the chief 
justice, who was at the gate in a fur coat: 
and his master asked him what answer he 
brought; the man said he gave him an an- 
swer, but it was either French or Latin, for 
he understood it not; " but, sir," said he, "ye 
need not fear, for I saw in his countenance so 
much, that I warrant he will do your errand 
to my lord, his father." This gentleman, 
trusting to him, made no further inquiries, 
for lack of which the servant, who had done 
the felony, within a month after, was ar- 
raigned at the King's Bench, and cast, and 
hung. 
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XLVII.— OF HIM WHO SOLO NOTHING. 

u a certain man who offered to sell 

another man, who answered, he 
g to give him for it; then the other 
he should have the dagger, upon 
hat he should give unto him, within 
, " nothing, or forty shillings;" with 
ler was content. This being agreed 
tt was to deliver nothing took no 
itil the appointed time drew near, 
igan to think how he should deliver 
tothing; and, first, he thought on a 

straw, a pin's point, and other 
nothing could he devise; therefore 
sad and pensive, for fear of losing 
tiillings, and could neither sleep nor 
therefore his wife demanded the 

1 heaviness, and after many denials 
EL "Well, sir," said she, "let me 
go from the town, and I shall ma- 
matter well enough." This man, 
ds wife's counsel — 

[A few lines wanting.} 

, sir," said she, "put your hand in 
ud take your money:" then was 
;lad, and supposing to have taken 
, thrust his hand through the pot 



to his elbow: "well, sup," said the wife, 
hat have you there?" "marry," said he, 
othing:" "then, sir," said she, "you have 
ir bargain, and my husband has paid for 

dagger, according to his promise." 
By this ye may see, that woman's wit, at 
extremity, is much better than a man's. 



'ALE XLVm.— o» the nuM wno told m 
cmiDBWt'i louom. 

rhere was a begging friar, who went a 
?ging to a certain town, wherein dwelt a 
h man, of whom he never could get {fee 
lue of a halfpenny, yet he thought he would 
there and try him. And as he went, the 
fe, who was standing at the door, perceived 
n, and thinking he was coming there, ran 
and bad the children, if the friar asked for 
r, say she was not within. The friar, seeing 
r run in, and suspecting the cause, came to 
2 door, and asked for her, the children, as 
2y were bidden, said she was not within, 
ten he stood still, looking on the children, 
d at last called to him the eldest, and bad 
n let him see his hand; and when he saw it, 
) Jesu," said he, " what fortune is ordained 
: thee!" and he asked the second son 



MBRRT TALES. 



59 



w him his hand, and when he saw it, said, 
J Jesn! what destiny is prepared for thee!" 
.hen he looked in the third son's hand, and 
said, " O God! thy destiny is hardest of all!" 
and with that went away; but the wife hearing 
these things, ran and called after the friar, and 
prayed him to come in and sit down, and she 
sat before him what food she had; and when 
he had eaten and drank, she besought him to 
tell her the destinies of her children, which, 
after many difficulties, he did, and that the 
first should be a beggar, the second a thief, 
and the third a homicide; which, she hearing, 
fell down in a swoon and grieved sorely. The 
friar comforted her, and said, that though 
these were their fortunes there might be some 
remedy, then she besought him to counsel her : 
44 then," said the friar, "you must make the 
eldest, that shall be a beggar, a friar; and tho 
second, that shall be a thief, a man of law; 
and the third, that shall be the homicide, a 
physician." 

By this tale ye may learn, that they who 
will come to the speech or presence of any 
one for their own cause, they must first en- 
deavour to show such matter as those persons 
most delight in. 
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shakspbabe's 



TALE XLIX.— or the boy who bass to tbx i 

HI* MISTBS'S MOMXT. 

[A Jew lines wanted,] 
"ye/* said the friar. Then went the ma 
the boy, and said, " sir, thy master bids 
give me forty pence;" "I will not," said 
boy; then called the man with a high i 
to the friar, and said, "sir, he says he 
not;" "then," said the friar, "beat him; w 
when the boy heard his master say so, he i 
the man the forty pence. 

By this tale ye may see, that it is folly 
a man to say yes, or no, to a thing, excep 
know surely what the matter is. 



TALE L. — OF PHILLIP SPENCEB, THE BUTCHBS'S M 

A certain butcher, dwelling in St. Nich 
Flesh-shambles in London, called Poule, 
a servant named Peter. This Peter wa 
church on a Sunday, hearing mass, when 
of his fellows, named Philip Spencer, was 
to call him, by command of his master. I 
happened that at the time the curate preac 
and in his sermon, touched many author: 
of the Holy Scriptures : among other won 
the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philipians, 1 
we are not only bound to believe in Christ, 
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also to suffer for his sake, he said these words 
in the pulpit, "what sayeth Paul in the Phi- 
lipians to this?*' this young man, called Philip 
Spencer, thinking he spoke to him, answered 
shortly, " marry, sir, he bad Peter come home, 
and take part of a pudding, for he should go 
for a calf soon." The curate, hearing this, was 
abashed, and all the audience made great 
laughter. 

By this ye may see, that it is no token of a 
wise man to give an answer to a question 
suddenly, before he knows surely what the 
matter is. 



TALE LI. — OF THE COUKTIB* AMD TOT CABTBB. 

There came a courtier by a carter, and 
who, in derision, praised the carter's back, 
legs, and other members of his body marvel- 
lously, which jesting the carter perceiving, 
said, he had another property which the cour- 
tier had not espied in him; and when he 
demanded what it was, the carter looked 
aside, over his shoulder, and said, "see, sir, 
this is my property; I have a wall eye in my 
head, for I never look over my shoulder in 
this way, but that I espy a knave." 

By this tale a man may see that he who 



a young man, twenty yt 
and unlearned, in the time of 
curate to be confessed, but i 
amined of his life it was for 
say his pater noster, theref 
exhorted him to learn it, i 
what a holy and good praye] 
effect thereof, and the seven 
contained: "the 1st, Sanctiju 
thy name: the 2nd, adveniat 
kingdom come: the 3rd, Jiat 
will be done in earth as it i 
4th, partem nostrum, fcc. — give 
tenance always, and help us 
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/, till he had his pater noster well learned, 
a young man, meekly accepting his pen- 
ce, departed, and came home to one of his 
companions, and said to him, "my ghostly 
father hath given me penance to fast every 
Friday on bread and water, till I can say my 
pater noster; therefore I pray thee teach me 
my pater noster, and I will teach thee a song 
of Robin Hood, that shall be worthy twenty 
of it." 

By this tale ye may know the effect of the 
holy prayer of the pater noster. 



TALE MIL—OF THZ i-kia* THAT psbaohsd in ehtkb 

WOUNDING THS AVM MABIA. 

There was a certain friar, who, upon our 
Lady-day, the Annunciation, made a sermon 
in the White Friars, in London, and began his 
anti-text as follows: "Ave Maria gracia plena 
dominus tecum, &c. These words," said the 
friar, "were spoken by the angel, Gabriel, to 
our Lady when she conceived Christ; which 
is, in our mother tongue, to say , all hail, Mary! 
blessed thou art, the son of God is with thee: 
and further, the angel said, thou shalt con- 
ceive and bare a son, and shalt call his name 
Jesus; and Elizabeth, thy cousin, shalt also 



sten, I will tell you a 

»nce a young priest, who was not the uc*>» 
:lerk, who said mass, and read a collect thus; 
Deus qui vigenti filii tui, &c; wherefore he 
should have said, vigeniti filii tui, &c; and 
after mass was done, there was such a gentle- 
man as one of you had heard this mass, and 
came to the priest, and said, * sir, I pray you 
tell me how many sons had God Almighty? 9 
said the priest, ' why ask you that?' • marry, 
sir/ said the gentleman, 4 1 suppose he had 
twenty sons, for ye said just now, Deus qui 
viginti filii tui:' the priest, perceiving he 
mocked him, answered, *how many sons so 
ever God Almighty had, I am sure thou art 
vint one of them, for thou scornest the word of 
" «<>id the friar in the pulpit, 
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matter, by fond pronunciation and 
may be marred, and shall not edify 
ience; therefore, every process should 
I with words and countenance suit- 
6 occasion. Also by this tale, they 
nlearned in the Latin tongue, may 
substance of the Ave Maria. 



V.— OF THE CURATE THAT PREACHED THI 
AETICLEf OF THE CREED. 

lage in Warwickshire was a parish 
10, though he was no great clerk nor 
of the University, yet preached to 
ioners on a Sunday, declaring to them 
e articles of the Creed, showing them 
first article was, "to believe in God 
3T Almighty, maker of heaven and 
e second, to believe in Jesus Christ 
Son our Lord, coequal to the Father 
igs pertaining to the deity; the third, 
as conceived of the Holy Ghost, born 
irgin Mary; the fourth, that he suf- 
th under Pontius Pilate, and that he 
fled, dead, and buried; the fifth, that 
ded to hell, and set out the good souls 
in faith and hope, and the third day 
i death to life; the sixth, he ascended 
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andments; first, to believe in one 
so honour him above all things; the 
swear not in vain by him nor any 
itares; the third, to abstain from 
isiness on the holy day, thou and 
vants of whom thou hast charge; 
, to honour thy parents, and to help 
teir necessity; the fifth, to slay no 
ttd, nor will, nor for hatred hurt his 
>od name; the sixth, to do no actual 
1, nor indulge in any unholy desires; 
h, to steal not — 

[A few Unet wanting.] 

nor desire our neighbours' goods 
f: and because this friar preached 
>n so often, one who heard it told the 
rant, that his master was called friar 
i Commandments; wherefore this 
>ld his master, and advised him to 
ne other sermon, for it grieved him 
s master so derided, for every man 
at ye will say, as soon as ye begin, 
re preached it so often; "why then," 
riar, "I am sure thou knowest the 
tnents who hast heard them so often !" 
d the servant, " I do:" then said the 
)eat them to me;" "they are," said 
p2 



THE CANDLK FHJT. 

The husband said to the wife thus, 
candle I dreamed this night I was a c 
to whom the wife answered, " by tl 
you are none;" then said he to the ? 
the bread;" she answered to her 
" then eat you the candle, for you SW 

By this tale ye may see that a 
answer is never to seek. 



TALE LVII. — of the Axswm of tot la* 
A woman demanded of a little chi 

a lawyer, what craft his father was! 

child said, his father was a crafty mi 
By this tale ye may see that s 

V:1 J — *lw» *OTI+tl TITIO/ 
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a begging friar, who, though he was not 
beet clerk, nor could make the best ser- 
s, yet, bj license of the curate, he preached 
le parishioners. At that time among the 
ence was a woman, little disposed to con- 
flation, talking with a gossip of hers, so 
, that the friar was somewhat disturbed 
ewith, and to whom he openly spake, and 
, M thou woman, there, in the tawny gown, 
thy peace, and cease thy babbling, thou 
blest the word of God;" the woman, 
tmed at being so openly rebuked before 
be people, answered, " I beshrew his heart, 
babhteth more of us two;" at which say- 
all the people laughed, as they felt but 
3 benefit from his sermon. 
Y this tale a man may learn to beware how 
penly rebuketh another, lest it turn to his 
reproof. 



LB LUL— Of TBI WSUKMAN WHO CAST TBI SOOT 
INTO TO! 8CA. 

[Ftrttjtw lime* wanting.] 

f took many enterprises, and many ships, 
many prisoners of other realms, who were 
r enemies, among which they happened to 
i a Scotch ship, and many Scotchmen, they 



m ocxb wax. 

xraian whoh&i 
sd an impedi- 
ib, which mair 
3 was one &»v 
re came one :-: 
he cause of his 
ecanse his wife 
other said, ~! 
an aspen leaf! 
. she is asleep, 



who taught — 

[ A Jew line* wanti 

" and more weary of her now, 
she was dumb; so, I pray the 
dicine to modify her, that she 
so much:" the other answer* 
devil of hell, but one that nasi 
and though I hare power tc 
speak, yet, if she once begin 
all the devils in hell have po 
speaking." 



% man often 
to his own 



OS WHO Bi9 a 

hes, who was 
little a wife; 
ngthus, M ex 
endum," that 
ril things the 



sgniriiioroM 

vme two nuns 
jeof the great 

of the which 
1 the other was 
i her confessor, 
I ginned in te- 
• with whom it 
sty gallant; he 

she said, in a 
d further, when 
nerry month of 
>r thus, "a fair 
at, in a pleasant 



lOBST TALES. 



73 



, tat the merry month of May! now by 
cth, ye did but your kind, so God forgive 
id I do." So she departed, and imme- 
' after the old nun met her, and asked 
le liked her confessor? she said he was 
it ghostly father that ever she had, and 
oet easy in penance giving. This so 
rted the old nun that she went to the 
sonfessor, and showed him likewise that 
d sinned in lechery: and he demanded 
rhom; she said with an old friar: he 
where; she said, in an old cloister: he 
at what season ; she said in Lent Than 
jest said, " an old whore to be with an 
ir, in an old cloister, in the holy time of 
by cock's body, if God forgive thee, yet 
never forgive thee;" which words made 
part all sad and sore abashed, 
this tale men may learn, that a vicious 
more abominable in one person than in 
jt, in one season than in another, and in 
ace than another. 



LXIIL— OF THB MQUISB WHO SHOULD HAYB BKEff 
MADS ▲ KNIGHT. 

[Fir it few lines wanting.'] 

the trumpets began to blow, a young 



through the thickest of ms eueuuco, — 
the good fortune to escape without hurt: 
the English host followed, and gained the 
tory. When the field was won, King Ed 1 
called the squire, and bade him kneel d 
and he would make him a knight, becaui 
valiantly fought, and with the greatest 
rage adventured first upon the enemj 
whom the squire answered, "if it please 
grace to make any one knight, I pray 
make my horse knight, and not me, for i 
his deed and not mine, but sore again/ 
will;" when the king heard this, he refi 
to promote him, esteeming him as no 
than a coward, and ever after showed hi 
favour. 

loam tha 
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LXIV.— OF THE KAN WHO WOULD OR TBI 
MASTK&Y 09 HIS WITS. 

ung man, newly married, thought it 
licy to get the mastery of his wife in 
inning; coming to her one day, when 
on the fire was boiling, although the 
-as not enough done, suddenly com- 
. her to take it off; but she answered, 
Bat is not ready to eat;" and he said 
'I will have it taken off for my plea- 
the good woman, not willing to offend 
; the pot beside the fire as I e bad her; 
again commanded her to set the pot 
the door; and she said, "ye are not 
srein;" but he answered, ** it should be 
y as he wished;" and she again in a 
manner obeyed him. This man, not 
isfied, commanded her to set the pot 
pan the hen-roost; "what,'' said the 
[ fear ye are mad;" but he fiercely bid 
it there, or she should repent it: the 
Braid of moving his patience, took a 
and set it against the roost, and went 
and took the pot in her hand, praying 
band to hold the ladder to prevent it 
f, which he did, and when he looked up 
r the pot standing there so high, he 



OF GOD HAVE ICEBOX or — . 

„ certain confessor, in the holj time of 
it, enjoined his penitent to say daily, for 
penance, this prayer, "Agnus Dei miserere 
i;" which is in English, "the Lamb of God 
ve mercy upon me." This penitent, aceept- 
g his penance, departed; and twelve months 
forwards he came again to he confessed of 
le same confessor, who demanded of him, if 
e had fulfilled the penance he enjoined the 
ast year, who answered, "I thank God, sir, 
L have fulfilled it, for I hare said this morning, 
and daily, the Sheep of God have mercy upon 
me;" Then the confessor said, "I bid thee say 
Agnus Dei miserere mei," that is, the Lamb 
God hare mercy upon me;" u yes, sir," said 
- % " r truly, that was last year, 
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XJB LXVL— o» m htoband that iai 

JOHH DAWS. 

It happened that several were co: 
among whom there were a curate < 
priest, and one John Dawe, a parishioi 
which two were more busy in con 
than others, in this manner. Th 
thought that one might not, by feelii 
one from another in the dark. Jol 
was of the contrary opinion, and laid 
curate a wager of forty pence ; where 
priest, willing to prove his wager, we: 
John Dawe's house in the evening, 
'denly got into bed with his wife; thi 
he began to be somewhat busy, sh 
his crown, said with a loud voice, ' 
thou art not John Dawe." That hea 
husband answered, " thou sayest trut 
am here, J ohn Dawe ; therefore, maste 
give me the money, for ye have lost y 
pence." 

By this tale ye may learn to percent 
is not wisdom for a man to be so co 
winning of any wager, as to put in je 
thing that may turn him to greater 
sure. 
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TALE LX VII.— OF THS SCBOLAB Of OXfOSD WflO 
BT SOPHI8TBY TWO CHIOUM TO BS TBJUE1 

A rich franklin in the country, having 
wife but one child, for the great affeci 
bare him, sent him to Oxford to school 
space of two or three years. This 
scholar, in a vacation, came home to his : 
and one night, as they were 

[A few tine* wanting.] 

"I have studied sophistry, and by that i 
I can prove that these two chickens in tl 
are three chickens.*' " Marry," said the 
" that I should like to see;" then the i 
took one of the chickens in his hand, as 
"see, here is one chicken;" and imme 
took the other with it, and said, " here f 
chickens, and one and two are three 
here are three chickens." Then the 
took one to himself and gave the othe 
wife, and said thus, " I will have or 
chickens to my part, and thy mot) 
have another; and, because of thy gv 
ment, thou shalt have the third for tl 
for thou wilt get no more meat t 
which promise the father kept; t 
scholar went without his supper 
By this tale a man may see tha 
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/ to put one to learn any subtle science who 
.th no natural wit, 

TALE LXVIH.— p* TKJE r&lAB WHOiTOM TWM P<7t>mFU« 

A friar of London* in the summer season, 
came early one Sunday morning from London 
to Barnet to make a collection, and was there 
an hour before high mass began ; and because 
he would come to the church honestly, went 
first to an ale-house, to wipe his shoes and 
make himself clean. In the which house 
there were puddings to sell, and divers folks 
breaking their fast and eating puddings; but 
the friar broke his fust in a sucrat pJnct 1 in the 
same house. This friar soon after came to the 
church, and, by license of the curate, entered 
into the pulpit to make a sermon ; and, in his 
sermon, he rebuked sorely those who met to 
break their fast on the Sunday before high 
mass, and said " it was called the devil's black 
breakfast." And as he spoke, and cast out his 
arms to make impression, there toll a pudding 
out of his sleeve, which he hud stolen a little 
while before from the ale-house ; and when the 
people saw that, especially those who brake 
their fast there the same morning, and knew 
the wife had one of h er p«dda,gi «** they 
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lowest Colle, my dog, had these three whelps, 
Tgj Trygg, and Tryboll, must not all my dogs 
eds be sire to Tryboll?" " Then," said the 
holar, " by God, father, ye say truly; let me 
me now, ye shall see me do well enough 
xt time ;" and on the morrow he went to the 
shop again, and said he could solve his ques- 
>n. " Then," said the bishop, " Noah had 
ree sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet: now, tell 
s who was Japhet's father?" " marry, sir," 
ioth the scholar, '* if it please your lordship, 
rile, my father's dog." 

By this tale ye may learn that it is lost 
ne to teach a fool anything he has not sense 
understand. 



1LE LXX.— or ths husbandman who lodged toe 

FEIAJl IN Hit OWK» BED. 

It happened in the country, that late one 
ening a friar came to a poor man's house 
siring lodgings; and the man being glad to 
Ige a friar, and for want of other beds, 
Iged him in his own. And the friar being 
leep, the man and his wife went and lay in 
e same bed; and in the morning the poor 
an went to the market, leaving the friar in 
d with his wife; and as he went he laughed 
Q 



rershooteth himsen 

reater fool to show it openly. 



TALE LXXI.— of m miKST who would sat two 
ootPKLS fob ▲ gboat. 

Formerly there lived in Stratford-upon- 
Avon a priest of small learning, who unde- 
voutly sang mass frequently twice in one day. 
So it happened on a time, after his second 
mass was done, there met him, not a mile from 
Stratford, divers merchantmen who would 
have heard mass, and desired him to sing mass, 
and he should have a groat. But the priest 
said, "sirs, I will say mass no more this day, 
*wt I will say you two gospels for a groat, and 
' ~" a mass as any in England." 

a* — J l j 
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ALE LXXIL— or the oouetixb who cast the fbiae 

OVBB THE BOAT. 

This tale is in the original too much da- 
maged to decipher. 



TALE LXXTIL— of the fbiae who feeachsd what 

MEM'S SOULS WEBB. 

A preacher, who preached the word of God, 
among other matters spake of men's souls, 
and said, that the soul was so subtle a thing, 
that a thousand souls might dance on the 
space of a man's finger nail. Among the au- 
dience, there was a merry conceited fellow, of 
small devotion, who said, " master doctor, if a 
thousand souls may dance on a man's nail, I 
pray you where shall the piper stand?" 

By this tale ye may see, that it is folly to 
show or to teach virtue to those who take no 
pleasure or mind thereto. 



TALE LXXIV.— of the husband that ceied blb* 

UMDEB THE BED. 

In London there was a certain artificer, 
having a fair wife, after whom a lusty gallant 
made pursuit to accomplish his pleasure. 
This, the woman denied, and told the matter 
unto her husband, who, much moved thereat, 
o2 
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jnance, and to say, "alas! sir, why did you — 

[The end it wanting.'] 

By this tale all may see, that he is not wise 
who will put his confidence in boasters and 
great swearers, who oftimes will do but little 
when it comes to the point. 



TALE LXXV.— or the shoemahse who asked the 

COLLIEE, M WHAT TIDINGS IN HELL?" 

A shoemaker, sitting in his shop, saw a 
collier pass by, and derided him because he 
was so black, and asked him, what news from 
hell, and how the devil fared? to whom the 
collier answered, " he was well when I saw 
him last, for he was riding, and waited for a 
shoemaker to put on his boots." 

By this tale ye may see, that he who derides 
others, is sometimes himself much more de- 
rided and mocked. 



TALE LXXVL— of •aiht peter who cmed, "cause 

BOBS.'* 

I find, written among old jests, how God 
made St. Peter porter of heaven; and that 
God of his goodness, soon after his passion, 
suffered many to come to the kixv^om 



would fain have them out 01 ut»T«.. 
Peter said, " good Lord, I warrant it i 
shortly done;" and so he went out oft 
gates, and cried with a loud voice, 
bobe," that is say, «* roasted cheese," wl 
Welshmen hearing, ran out of heaven 
pace: and when St. Peter saw them 
he went in suddenly and locked the d< 
so shut all the Welshmen out. 

By this tale ye may see, that it is 
dom for a man to set his mind too 
any delicate or worldly pleasure, wb 
may lose celestial and eternal joy. 



i* a r.R LXXVTL— or him who adtottum 
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came to the prince and asked an office, and 
said that he deserved it, for he had done good 
service, and ventured that day as far as any 
man in the field: but the other who was un- 
confessed said, "nay, by the mass, I anymore 
worthy to have a reward than he, for he ven- 
tured but his body for your sake, for he durst 
not go to the field till he was confessed — 
[The remainder qftke tale it mining.] 

TALE LXXVIIL— of the paeson who stole the 

MILLIE'S EGGS. 

Too imperfect to decipher. 



TALE LXXIX.— of the Welshman who saw one 

ffOBTT SHILLINGS BETTER THAN GOD. 

A Welshman, on a time, went to church to 
be shrived, and chanced to come in the sacring 
time; when he .had confessed, he went home, 
and one of his fellows asked him, " if he had 
seen God Almighty to-day ?" and he answered* 
''nay, but I saw one forty shillings better." 

TALE LXXX.— of the feiab who said doge foe the 
hog's soul. 

Upon a certain time, some women in the 
country appointed to "deride and mock a wan- 



n uo tier guuu man, ana desired 
dirge for his souL The friar, ai 
began placebo and dirige, and « 
the service, very devoutly; whk 
hearing, could not refrain from It 
they went into a little parlour tc 
at their pleasure. These friars, sc 
pectcd the cause, and, before the 
aware, looked under the board, a 
was a hog, suddenly took it be 
and carried it home as fast as 
But the women, seeing that, ran 
and cried " come back, master 
again, and let it alone. 1 ' " Nay, b, 
said the friar, " he is a brother 
must be buried in our cloisters;" 
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TALE L XXXI.— or the fabson who said the mam of 

BSQUIEM FOE CHEIST'S SOUL. 

There was a certain priest, dwelling in the 
country, who was not very well learned; there- 
fore, on Easter Even, he sent his boy two miles 
to the next town to ask the priest what mass 
he should sing on the morrow. This boy came 
to the priest and discharged his master's 
errand. 44 Then," said the priest, " tell thy 
master he must * * 

[A few lines wanting.] 

"mass he should sing on the morrow." " By 
my troth," said the boy, 44 1 have forgotten it, 
but he bade me tell you it began • • • • 
"Then," said the priest, ** I know thou sayest 
truly, for now I remember me, it is the mass 
of requiem, for God Almighty died on Good 
Friday, and it is right we should say mass for 
his soul." 

By this tale ye may see, that when one fool 
sendcth another fool on his errand, his business 
is but foolishly done. 



TALE LXXXIL— of the heedsmah who said, " bids 

APACE, WE SHALL HATE BAIN." 

A certain scholar of Oxford, who had studied 
the judicials of astronomy, was one day riding 



ye say so? there is no token or ran 
clouds are fair and clear." «* Yes," 
herdsman, "but ye will find it sc 
scholar then rode on; but, before he 
half a mile, there fell such a showe: 
that he was well washed, and wet to 
The scholar then turned back, and n 
herdsman, and desired him to show 
craft. " Nay," said the herdsman, " 
teach you my craft for nought." 
scholar proffered him forty shilling* 
him that craft; and when the herds 
received the money, he said, " sir, se 
yonder the black ewe with the whj 
44 Yes," said the scholar, "Well," 
herdsman, "when she danceth and 
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TALE LXXXIIL— or thb ham who said, 11 1 shall not 

HATE A PKMHT." 

In a certain town dwelt a rich man, who lay 
on his bed at point of death, and charged his 
executors to dole for his soul a certain sum of 
money in pence; and, on this condition, 
charged them, as they would answer to God, 
that every poor man who came to them, and 
told a true tale, should have a penny, and 
those who said falsely should have none ; and in 
the dole time came one and said, " that God 
was a good man;" said the executors, " thou 
shalt have a penny, for thou sayest truly." 
Anon came another, and said, " the devil was 
a good man;" said the executors, " thou liest, 
and shalt not have a penny." At last came 
one who said, "thou shalt not give me a 
penny;" which words amazed the executors, 
and made them consider whether they should 

[A few line* wanting.] 



TALE LXXXTV.— ot the husband who said his wits 

AND HH AOHKKD WELL. 

This tale is too imperfect to decypher. 



prepare ^_ 

he kept; which priest had a lemon, 
had two or three small children, j 
time before the bishop's coming, th< 
prepared a room, to hide his leman a 
dren, over, in the roof of his hall; ax 
the bishop was come, and talking witl 
the hall, having ten of his own childre 
him, the priest, who could speak litt 
Latin, bade the bishop in Latin * • * 
espiscope. The woman in the roo 
house, hearing the priest say so, th 
had called her, bidding her come; i 
" shall I bring my children with me al 
bishop, hearing this, said in sport, " 
sicut vitis abundans in lateribus do: 
— • - -- ^st. half amazed, answered, 
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TALE LXXXVL— Of tbx woman who stole the pot. 

On the morning of Ash Wednesday, a curate 
of the church, who had set up late, and made 
good cheer the night before, came to the church 
to hear confession; to whom there came a 
woman, who, among other things, confessed 
she had stolen a pot; but, because of the great 
watch this priest had kept, he suddenly fell 
asleep; and, when the woman saw he was not 
willing to hear her, she rose and went her 
• way. And, anon, another woman kneeled to 
the same priest, and began to say " Benedi- 
cite;" wherewith the priest awaking, and 
thinking it had been the same woman still, 
said angrily, "what! art thou at Benedicite 
again? tell me, what didst thou when thou 
hadst stolen the pot?" 



TALE LXXXVII.— of masts* whittikotom's dbsam. 

Soon after one Master Whittington had built 
a college, on a night, as he slept, he dreamed 
that as he sat at church (many folks being 
there also), he saw our Lady in the church, 
with a glass of goodly ointment in her hand, 
goto one and ask him what he had done for 
her sake? who answered, he had said our 
Lady's psalter every day; therefore she gave 



she asked him what u« 

sake? but this question greatly abashed nim, 
and he had nothing to answer. Wherefore 
our Lady informed him, that, notwithstanding 
the great deed of building a college, he must 
have no part of that goodly ointment. 

By this ye may see, that to suffer for his 
sake is more acceptable to God than to build 
or give great gifts. 



TALE LXXXVm. — or ths nan who kuxxd hb 

HOUX, CALLED MODICUB. 

A certain bishop appointed to go on visita- 
tion to a priest; and, because he would have 
little preparation for him, he told the priest 
" — saying thus, "pre- 
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fee knew it afterwards, he was 
pleased. 

ye may see, that many a fool doth 
h in making good cheer for dinners, 
t little thanks for his labour. 



XIX.— OW TBX WXL8RMAM WHO 0TQLB THE 

kmqlishmam's cock. 
man, dwelling in England, happened 
Englishman's cock, and set it on the 
he. This Englishman, suspecting 
nan, came to his house and saw the 
ing on the fire, and said to him, 
is my cock." "Marry," said the 
, " if it is thine, thou shalt have thy 
• " Nay," said the other, " that is 
u" "By cotte's plud and her nail," 
elshman, " if her be not enough now 
enough soon, for her hath a good 
her." 



3.— O* BIX WHO BROUGHT A 10TTLH TO A 
PEIX8T. 

ricars of Poole, disposed to be merry, 
unday at high mass time, and sent 
tow, of their acquaintance, unto a 



brains." "Witn uuo * A 

angry, kicked the bottle into the bo 
church upon the gentleman's head. 



TALE XCI.— OFTHK INDICTMENT OF itKCB OF 

A certain Jury, in the county of A 
was empannelled for the king to inq 
indictments, murders, and felonies, 
sons of this panel were foolish, cot 
unlearned; for, whoever would gi 
groat, they would affirm and veri 
whether it was true or false, withou 
or evidence; wherefore one that w 



[A few lines wanting,} 



BOBBY TALB8. 



97 



for stealing an ass;" which, when the people 
heard, it made them all laugh, and wonder at 
the foolishness and shameful perjury of the 
jury. 

By this tale ye may see, that it is great 
peril to empannel men upon an inquest which 
axe foolish, or have but small wit or honesty. 



TALE XCII.— OF THE FBIAB WHO PREACHED AGAINST 
TH08S WHO BODE ON A SUNDAY. 

In a certain parish, a friar preached and 
said much against those who rode on a Sunday ; 
ever looking intently upon one who was there, 
spurred and ready to ride. This man, per- 
ceiving that the friar looked at him, suddenly, 
half in anger, answered him thus, " I marvel 
that ye say so much against those who ride 
on a Sunday, for Christ rode into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday, as thou knowest it is written." 
• • • But the friar suddenly answered him 
thus, " know ye not also what came thereby? 
was he not hanged on the Friday after?" 
Hearing which, all who were in the church fell 
to laughing. 



B 



So one day the elder, as he used, rc 
and walked into the fields, and there, 
tune, he found a purse of money, and 
it home to his father. His father, • 
received it, went straight to his other 
was yet lying in bed, and said to 
thou sluggard, seest thou not thii 
brother, how he, by his early rising, h 
a purse with money, whereby we 
greatly holpen all our life; whilst th 
gishly in thy bed, dost no good but sic 
then knew not what to say, but 
shortly, and said, " father, if he wh 
purse and money had lain in his bed 
time that he lost it, as I do now, m 
hud found no purse nor money to-d 
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TALE XCIV.— of tbs answbb or th« hikbbss to the 

MAID. 

A certain wife there was who was somewhat 
fair; and, as all women are who be fair, she 
was somewhat proud of her beauty; and, as 
she and her maid sat together, she, as one that 
was desirous to be praised, said to to her thus, 
" I'faith, Joan, how thinkest thou, am I not a 
fair wife?" "Yes, by my troth, mistress," 
said she, "ye be the fairest that ever was 
except" • • ♦ ♦ 

{A few lines wanted.] 



TALE XCV.— OF THE NORTHERN MAN WHO WAS ALL 
HEART. 

Of this tale but a fragment remains 



TALE XCVL— of tax bushing or ou> johw. 
In a certain town, there was a wife some- 
what aged that had buried her husband, whose 
name was John; and whom she so tenderly 
loved in his life, that after his death she caused 
an image of wood to be made, in form and 
person, as like him as could be; which image 
she kept under her bed by day, and em? 
h2 



she was rich. Wherefore be imaguit 
could obtain his desire; and, at last, < 
to the maid of the house, and induce 
lay him in his mistress's bed for o: 
instead of the image, and promised h 
reward for her labour. This maid, t 
night, wrapped the said young man i 
and laid him in his master's bed, as 
wont to lay the image. The widow 
every night before she slept, and ; 
times when she waked, to kiss the f 
of old John; wherefore, on this i 
kissed the said young man, belie viB 
had kissed the image; when he sud 
her in his arms, and so pleased her 
old John from thenceforth was cleai 
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pastime all the night, bad her maid go dress 
them some good meat for their breakfast, to 
feast therewith her young John. The maid, 
when she had long sought for wood to dress the 
meat, told her mistress, that she could find no 
wood that was dry enough, except the image 
of old John, that lay under the bed. * * * * 

[A few lines wanting.} 

and dressed the breakfast; and so old John 
was burned, and from thenceforth young John 
occupied his place. 



TALE XCVIL— OF Til COUETIKB WHO ATI HOT 
CU8TAKD. 

A certain merchant and a courtier, on a 
time, being together to dinner, and having a 
hot custard, the courtier, being somewhat 
homely of manner, took part of it, and put it 
in his mouth; but it was so hot, that it made 
him shed tears. The merchant, looking at 
him, thought he had been weeping, and asked 
him why he wept? and the courtier, not wil- 
ling to own that he had burnt his mouth with 
the hot custard, answered thus, "sir, I had a 
brother who did a certain offence, for which 
he was hanged, and chancing now to think 



9 if * ^ cal 

^si****'* „ token tt 

—Yetto «• troly' xb.t if ' 
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if a woman have a shrill voice, H : 
token that she is a shrew; the secon 
that if a woman have a sharp nose, t 
probably a shrew; the third point is, 
doth miss, that if she wear a kerchic 
be sure she is a shrew 



TALE C— or th> man who paihtjed thi 

BIS Win's BELLY. 

A conning painter there was who 
young wife, and for things that he 
went over sea; but because he was i 
lous, he prayed his wife to let hin 
lamb upon her belly, and that she * 
remain there until he came home a 
she agreed to, and after it was so i 
departed. Soon after he was gon< 
young merchant, a bachelor, came t 
his wife, and obtained her favour, » 
was content that he should lie with 
merchant afterwards visited her, ai 
had his pleasure; and on a time h< 
pencil and painted on the lamb t 
making the wife believe that he had 
the old painting: at last, about a 3 
the husband came home again; an< 
night he laid with his wife, he toe 
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TALE I.— OF HIM THAT BODE OUT OF LONDON AMD HAD 
HIS 8BKVANT FOLLOWING ON FOOT. 

There was a man on a time that rode five 
miles out of London, and had his servant fol- 
lowing after him on foot, the which came so 
near that the horse struck him a great stroke 
upon the thigh. The servant, thinking to be 
revenged, took and threw a great stone at the 
horse, and hit his master on the reins of the 
back, who thought it had been his horse. He, 
within a while, looked back, and chid his ser- 
vant because he came halting so far behind; 
the servant answered, M sir, your horse hath 
given me such a stroke upon my thigh, that I 
can go no faster." M Truly," said his master, 
M the hone is a great kicker} for likewise, 



A friar that preachea upwi* 

ler's day, greatly lauding St. Christopher, 
id, "what a prerogative had he here on 
irth, in his arms to bear our Saviour! was 
here ever any like him in grace?" A homely 
>lunt fellow, hearing him ask that question 
;wice or thrice so earnestly, answered, " yes, 
marry, the ass that bare both him and his 
mother.'* 

TALE III.— OF THE nSNCHMA* THAT STB.OVB WITH TBS 
0JWOESS FOB HIS ASMS. 

There was one among the Genoese that the 
French king had hired to make war against 
the Englishmen, which bore an ox's head 
minted on his shield; the which shield a 
'--iionopd. and so long 
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"wherefore shall we this day fight?" •-Marry/' 
•aid the Frenchman, "I will make good with my 
body that these arms were my ancestor's before 
they were thine." " What were your ancestor's 
arms?" quoth the Genoese; "an ox's head," 
said the Frenchman ; " then," said the Genoese, 
"here needeth no battle, for this that I bear 
is a cow's head." 

By this tale ye perceive how nicely the vain 
bragging was derided. 



TALE IV.— OF THE CUEATE THAT SAID OUB LOftD FID 
FIVC HUKMUED PK&8ON8. 

A certain curate, preaching on a time to his 
parishioners, said, that our Lord, with five 
loaves, fed five hundred persons. The clerk, 
hearing him fail, said softly in his ear, " sir, ye 
err, the Gospel is five thousand." " Hold thy 
peace, fool," said the curate, "they will scarcely 
believe that they were five hundred." 

TALE V.— OF HIM WHO OFFHftKD HIS DAUGHTO » 

MAmaiAGs. 

There was a man upon a time that offered 
his daughter to a young man in marriage, the 
which young man refused her, saying, that 
she was too young to be married. "Verily," 



you guess, for she n»i*» ~. 
our parish clerk/* 

So by this tale ye may see, that fool 
tell what and when to speak, therefor 
best for them to keep always silent. 



TALE VI.— OF THEM THAT CAMS TO LOMDOS 
CECCIFIZ. 

There were certain men, upon a t? 
out of a village to London to buy a < 
wood. The carver that they came 
and hearing by their words, that 
but foolish blind fellows, asked tb 
would have the image alive or d( 
Question so abashed them, that 
which was best; sc 
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him, because he sting, saying that he was 
peevish, and mad to sing at his mother's bury- 
ing, but he should rather be sorry and weep. 
The child answered, "father, seeing ye give to 
these priests money to sing at my mother's 
burying, why be ye angry with me that ask 
you nothing for my singing?" His father 
answered, " the priest's office and thine is not 
all one." 

By this tale ye may perceive, that all things 
beseem not every body. 



TALE VIII. — OF HIM THAT FELL INTO THB PIES. 

A fellow that was froward to his wife, used 
to be out drinking many times very late. So 
on a night he tarried so long out that his wife 
went to bed, and bid her maid make a good 
fire, and tarry up for him. About twelve 
o'clock home he came; and as he stood warm- 
ing him by the fire, his head was so dizzy that 
he fell into the fire; the maid, seeing him fall, 
ran up crying to her mistress, and said, " alas ! 
my master is fallen, and lieth along straight 
in the fire." " No force, maid," said her mis- 
tress, " let him lie, and take his pleasure in 
his own house wheresoever he liateth. 



monly to call him the lung or I 
fellow at last waxed angry in his : 
always so called, and said to his 
would that I were the king of fool 
no man could compare with me ii 
of kingdom, and also you shoi 
subject." 

By this one may perceive, that t 
one thing is not good; many a 
another fool, and is more fool himst 



TALE X.— OF THE TOUKG WOMAW, WHO 
GKIATLY HE* HUSBAHD'S MAT 

There was a young woman, the 
her husband lay dying, sorrowed 
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was rang, and they were at dinner, between 
gobbing and weeping, she whispered her father 
in the ear, and said, " father, where is the same 
young man that you said should be my hus- 
band?" 

So thus may ye see, that women sorrow 
right long after their husband be departed to 
Cod. 



TALE XI.— Of HIM THAT KISSBD THE MAID WITH A 
LONG NOSE. 

A babbling gentleman, the which, on a time, 
would have kissed a fair maid, the which had 
not the least nose, said, " how should I kiss 
you? your nose would not suffer our lips to 
meet. The maiden, waxing angry in her 
mind, for with his scoff he a little touched her, 
answered in this way, " sir, if ye cannot kiss 
my mouth for my nose, ye may kiss me there 
where I have not a nose." 

Te may by this tale learn, that it is folly so 
to scoff, that yourself thereby should be laughed 
to scorn again; one that is over covetous ought 
not to scoff at another for prodigality. Thou 
art her brother, said Alcmeon to Adrastus^ 
that slew her husband; but Yie Yta.me&T«*» 
Alcmeon for another's fault, 
1 




*** * ^ 

'* oU hotter." » 

, t etitenng ^ to ^ 
tfcc* steeps ^ay ^ v o** 



a. 
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man, " ye may as well sell away another thing 
that we have in our church." " What is 
that?" said the bishop. "That is a pulpit," 
quoth he, "for this seven years there was no 
sermon made therein." 



TALE XIII.— OP THK bmoab'i answes to skelton, 

THE POST. 

a poor beggar, that was foul, black, and 
loathly to behold, came upon a time to Master 
Skelton, the poet, and asked him alms; to 
whom Master Skelton said, " I pray thee get 
away from me, for thou lookest as though 
thou earnest out of helL" The poor man, per- 
ceiving he would give him nothing, answered, 
44 forsooth, sir, ye say truth, I came out of 
hell/' 44 Why didst thou not tarry still there?" 
quoth Master Skelton. " Marry, sir," quoth 
the beggar, 44 there is no room for such poor 
beggars as I am, all is kept for such gentlemen 
as you be." 



TALE XIV.— Of TBS CHAPLAIN WHO SAID OUH LADY'S 
MATINS IN BED. 

A certain lord's chaplain, boasted on a time, 
sitting at his lord's table, that he said out 



besides all his 
B lord, to prove 
he said, arose 
jo his chaplain's 
og, where be ye 
ease your lord- 
Why," said the 
up, and saying 
now saying it," 
? lying in your 
y f sir," said the 
ien be served but 



n rum m lohdow. 
intry, the which, 
don, lost his purse 
ng; and, because 
he set up bills in 
an of the city had 

bring it again to 
•or his labour. A 
rote under one of 
tiould come to his 
> when he was come, 

first, what was in 
at countryman he 
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was? and thirdly, what was his na 
quoth he, " twenty nobles was in 
I am a half Welshman; and my ni 
ap Jenkin." " John ap Jenkin, 
gentleman, "I am glad I know thj 
so long as I live, thou, nor none oi 
shall have my purse to keep; and 
well, gentle John ap Jenkin." Tl 
mocked to scorn, and went his waj 
Hereby ye may perceive, that a 
have a shrewd turn, but otherwh 
withal 



TALE XVI.— OF THE 1DBCEANT THAT 10 
imUW WABB AMD LOHDOM 

A certain merchant, between 
London, lost his budget, and a hum 
therein; wherefore he caused to 3 
divers market towns, that whoeve 
said budget, and would bring it ag 
have twenty pounds for his labour, 
husbandman, that chanced to ft 
budget, brought it to the baili 
according to the cry, and require 
pounds for his labour, as was prod 
covetous merchant, when he undi 
and that he must needs pay twc 



was Drougni dci^v _ 

judge; when he understood by iuc ^ 

the cry was made for a budget with a hundred 
pounds therein, he demanded where it was; 
44 here," quoth the bailiff, and took it to him. 
"Is it just a hundred pounds?" said the judge. 
"Yes, truly," quoth the bailiffi" "Hold," 
said the judge, to him who found the budget, 
" take thou this money to thine own use, and 
if thou happen to find a budget with a hundred 
and twenty pounds therein, bring it to this 
honest merchant." " It is mine ; I lost no more 
than a hundred pounds," said the merchant. 
" Ye speak now too late," said the judge. 

By this tale ye may understand, that they 
who go about to deceive others be oftimet 
' ~ J '^niselves ; and sometimes one falleth 

mfuta. 
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a this day, in company, called cuckold; 

nether am I one or not?" *' Sir, truly," said 
*he, " ye are none." " By my faith," said he, 
14 thou shall swear so upon this book;" and he 
held her the book. She refused it for long, 
but when she saw there was no remedy, she 
said, " well, since I must needs swear, I pro* 
mise you, by my faith, I will swear truly." 
* Yea, do so," quoth he. So she took the book 
in her hand, and said, " by this book, sir, ye 
be a cuckold." " By the mass, whore," said 
lie, " thou liest; thou say est it for no other 
zause but to anger me." 

By this tale ye may perceive, it is not best 
it all times for a man to believe his wife, 
Jiough she swear upon a book. 



TALE XVIII — OF THE JEALOUS MAN. 

A man that was right jealous of his wife, 
breamed on a night, as he lay in bed with her 
ind slept, that the devil appeared to him, and 
laid, " wouldst thou not be glad that I should 
>ut thee in surety of thy wife?" " Yes," said 
le. " Hold !" said the devil, " as long as thou 
last this ring upon thy finger no man shall 
make thee cuckold." The man was glad 



As a great fat woman sat ana soia 
Lent, there came a young man by, an 
her fruit earnestly, and specially he 
eyes on her figs. She asked him, as 
custom, "sir, will ye have any figs? 
fair and good;" and when she saw 
content, she said, *' how many will ; 
five pounds ?" He was content ; so she 
him out five pounds into his 1 
while she laid aside her balance, he 
way, fair and softly. When she t 
take the money, and saw her chapm 
way, she made after apace, but faster 
voice than her foot; he, dissembling tl 
went still forth on. She made such 
and folks gathered so fast that he si 
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TALE XX.— or m cbkat that bkjutlkd a nntr. 

Upon a time, in Antwerp, a false cheating 
fellow came unto a certain priest, who had his 
purse hanging at his girdle, stretching out full 
of money, that he a little before had received, 
and gently greeting him, said, " good master, 
our parish priest bid me buy him a pall," (which 
is the uppermost vestment a priest sings mass 
in,) "if it would please you to go with me, I 
were much bound to you, for our curate and 
you are of one stature?" The priest was 
content. When they came there, where he 
would buy it, the pall was brought forth, and 
the priest did it on. The cheat looked and 
gazed thereon, and praised it, but blamed it as 
being too short before. "Nay," quoth the 
seller, "the fault is not in the vestment, it is 
the purse sticking out underneath that beareth 
it up." Shortly to speak, the priest took off 
his purse and laid it by, and then the vestment 
they beheld again; when the cheat saw the 
priest turn, he snatched up the purse, and took 
to his legs and ran away. The priest ran after 
him with the vestment on his back, and the 
vestment-maker after the priest; the priest 
bad, stop the thief; the seller bad, stop the 
priest; the cheat bad, hold the mad priest; 
and every man thought he had been mad 



ent on his 
the other, 



TATUf. 

e senators 
it council, 
Iren, called 
ri pretex- 
lent house 
e, a child, 
either, and 
is strictly 
should be 
home, his 
ncil was? 
) be told." 
to know 
) inquired 
The child, 
r, shortly 
ed in the 
d be most 
n to have 
?" When 
pacified, 
the other 



"Fretextatus." 

Whereby ye may see, that the high t 
of man, and greatest grace, resteth : 
ordering the tongue. The most prudei 
Hesiod, says, "the tongue should not 
large, but be hid as a precious treasure 
all the members of man, the tongue, ill o 
is the worst The tongue blasphemed 
the tongue slandereth thy neighbou 



tongue, without sworn ui tcuvw, «... „ 

thy brother and friend; and, briefly to speak, 
the tongue teacheth cursed heresies, and of 
good Christians, maketh Anti-Christs. 



XXII.— or tbb coMUPT mix or law. 
There was a man of law which, on a time, 
should be judge between a poor man and a 
rich. The poor man came and gave him a 
bottle of oil, (which was as much as his power 
would stretch to,) and desired that he would 
be good in his matter. "Yes," quoth he, "the 
matter shall pass well with thee." The rich 
man, perceiving that, sent to the same judge a 
fat hog, and prayed him to be favourable on 
• i- — v „«Af AWO h<» mvp. iudsrment against 
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or a truth there came a hog into my 
which found the bottle of oil, and over- 
/ and brake it; and so, through spilling 
oil, I quite forgot thee." 
/hereby ye may see, that evermore among, 
The rich hath his will, the poor taketh 
wrong." 



TALE XXUL— or kino louis op fbancb and m 

HUSBANDMAN. 

What time King Louis of France, the 
eleventh of that name, because of the trouble 
that was in the realm, kept himself in Bur- 
gundy, he chanced, by occasion of hunting, to 
become acquainted with one Corton, a homely 
husbandman, and a plain meaning fellow, in 
which kind of men the high princes greatly 
delight. To this man's house the king oft 
resorted from hunting, and with great pleasure 
he would eat radish roots with him. Within 
a while after, when Louis was restored home, 
and had the governance of France in his 
hands, this husbandman was counselled by his 
wife to take a goodly sort of radish roots, and 
to go give them to the king, and put him in 
mind of the good cheer he had made at his 
house. Conon would not assent thereto; 



^ v»av km. iuc greatest. Uonon got 

court, and stood where the king she 
through. Bye and bye the king ki 
and called him to him. Conon ate] 
king, and presented his root with a gh 
and the king took it more gladly, and 
who was nearest to him to lay it u] 
those jewels he tared best, and the 
manded Conon to dine with him; an 
dinner was done, he thanked Conon; ai 
the king saw he would depart home, 
manded to give him a thousand crowm 
for his radish root 

When this was known in the king*! 
one of the court gave the king a h 
horse. The king, perceiving that he 



mind thus, " if he so well recompensed the 
radish root} given by a rustical man, how 
much more largely will he recompense such 
a horse, that is given of me, that am of the 
court/' When every man had said his mind, 
as though the king had counselled ahout a 
great weighty matter, and that they had long 
fed the ptekthank with vain hope, at last the 
king said, "I remember now what we shall 
give him and so he called one of his lords, and 
bad him in his ear, go fetch him that he 
found in his chamber, (and told him the place 
where,) neatly folded up in silk. Anon he 
came, and brought the radish root, and even as 
it was folded tap, the king, with his own hand, 
gave it to the courtier, saying, * l we suppose 
your horse is well recompensed with this 
jewel, for it has cost us a thousand crowns.* 
The courtier went his way very glad; and 
when he had unfolded it, he found no other 
treasure than the radish root almost withered. 



TALE XXIV.— or ANOTitri picktbaf* aud the »mi 

Upon a time, a servant of the same king, 
seeing a louse creeping on the king's robes, 
kneeled down, and put up his hand, as though 



to tell; so much the ki 
he confessed that it wa 
the king, " it is good In 
to he a man; for that '. 
pally grieveth mankinc 
and the king comman 
crowns for his labour. 2 
seeing that the king ga 1 
for so small a service, ca 
and put up his hand, a 
away something priva 
king constrained him to 
with much dissembling 
said it was a flea. The 
dissimulation, said to 1 
thou make mp » 
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to do with high princes and their business; 
and if Ecclesiastes forbid that one should 
think ill to a king, how should any dare to 
speakilL 



TALE XXV.— Of THALES, THE AlTEOIfOMEK, WHO FELL 
IN A DITCH. 

Laertius writeth, that Thales Milesius went 
out of his house upon a time, to behold the 
stars for a certain cause, and so long he went 
backwards, that he fell into a ditch over his 
ears; wherefore an old woman, that he kept 
in his house, laughed, and said to him in 
derision, " O, Thales, how shouldst thou have 
knowledge in heavenly things above, and 
knowest not what is here beneath thy feet." 



TALE XXVI.— OF THE AffTBONOMEB THAT THIEVES 
BOBBED. 

As an astronomer sat upon a time in the 
**a*r^et place of a certain town, and took upon 
^fcr Xo divine, and show what their fortunes 

^sfcmces should be that came to him ; there 
bellow and told him (as it was indeed) 

tA^^ Te g had broken into his house, and 

ffc^rajr aft that he had. These tidings 



fools) teacheth those who manage thi 
matters badly, and will intermeddle i 
men's; and Cicero says, "that the wi 
who cannot profit himself, hath bu 
wisdom." 



TALE XXVII.— OF TBI FLOUOmCAK WHO t, 
PATBB MOBTEE. 

A rude outlandish ploughman, whic 
time reproving a holy father, said, that 1 
say all his prayers with a whole mj 
steadfast intention, without thinking 



. — — « HAT DECAMXD HI fOUVD 
GOLD. 

«ras a man that said in company, 
me, how he dreamed upon a night 
kvil led him into a field to dig for 
en he had found the gold, the devil 
ou canst not take it away now, hut 
» place, that thou mayest fetch it 
me?" " What mark shall I make?" 
man. «* S • • • over it," said the 
r that shall cause every man to 
place, and. for thee it shall be a 
vwledge." The man was content, 
so when he waked out of his sleep, 
1 he had foully defiled his bed; thus, 
tk and dirt, up he rose, and made 

n an forth ; 



Maximus writeth, u tin**, ^ 
the city of Syracuse, he dreamed that ^ 
a voice say, that he the next day should sup 
within the city; wherefore he was joyful, as 
though the victory from heaven had been to 
him promised, and so apparelled his host to 
assault the town; in which assault he chanced 
to be taken in his lodging by them of the city; 
and so, bound like a prisoner, they led him 
into the city; thus he, more deceived by hope 
than by his dream, supped that night within 
the city as a prisoner, and not as a conqueror, 
as he presumed in his mind." Alcebiades, 
also, had a certain vision in the night of nil 
miserable end. 

tale showeth, that dreams sometime 
— « mean or another; and) 
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TALE XXIX*— or ths c&ackikq found oihtlsmah, 

WHO WOULD OVZBTHXOW BIS mMBi A MILS OFT. 

A young gentleman, in a city that was 
besieged, rebuked the others, and called them 
cowards, because they would not issue out and 
fight with their enemies; so he, armed at all 
points, leaped on horseback and gallopped out 
at the gates. When he, thus cracking, had 
gone about a mile, he encountered many 
returning from the skirmish, sorely wounded, 
wherefore he began to ride a softer pace; but 
when he heard the hideous noise, and saw, a 
mile from him, how fiercely they of the city 
and their enemies assailed each other, he stood 
eren stilL Then one, who heard his cracking 
before, asked him, why he rode no nearer to 
fight with their enemies? He answered, 
M truly, I find not myself so able and strong in 
amis, that my heart will serve me to ride 
iny nearer to them." 
Whereby may be noted, that not only the 
wee of the mind, but the force of the body 
lould be well considered ; nor should one brag 
d boast of doing more than he can well 
Here. There be many who, with words, 
j their enemies a great way off; but when 
y see their enemy, they put on * vox* 
it-plate, and a gorget of a nnVtf%\£&g3b« 



against Alexander; w macr- 
on the pate with a javelin, saying, "I hired invo 
to fight against Alexander, and not to crack 
and prate." «* Otherwise," says Quintus 
Curtius, "the coretousness of glory, and 
insatiable desire of fame causeth that we think 
nothing over much or over hard." Bat Sallast 
says, " before a man undertaketh any feat, he 
ought first to counsel, and afterwards to go in 
hand therewith, not heedlessly nor slowly." 



TALE XXX.— or him that pill off a no axx> 
buubhum. 

There was a husbandman who, on a time, 
na he climbed a tree to get down the fruit, fell 
»**« side. To comfort him 
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i that ye never go down faster than ye 
it up, bat descend as softly as thou clirabest 
and thou ah alt never ML" 
Jy tliis tale ye may note, that abiding and 
jwneta sometimes are good and commend- 
Ale, especially in those things wherein speed 
and hastiness cause hurt and damage, Seneca 
says, a " sudden thing is nought," 

TALE XXXL— Qt the raiAB that orated in ehs 

BEBUONi 

A friar that preached to the people, on a 
time, would the while cry out aloud, (as the 
manner of some fools is,) which braying did so 
move a woman that stood hearing his sermon, 
that she wept. He, perceiving that, thought 
in his mind that her conscience, being pricked 
with his words, had caused her to weep; 
therefore, when his sermon was done, he called 
the woman to him, and asked what was the 
cause of her weeping, and whether his words 
moved her to weep or not? " forsooth, 
master," said she, 11 I am a poor widow ; aud 
when my husband died, he Lit me but one ass, 
which got part of my living, which ass the 
wolves have slain; and now, when I heard 
your high voice, I remembered my silly ass, 
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saying the pope laughed, and caused the am- 
bassadors to be sped incontinent. 

By this tale one may learn, that superfluous 
words ought diligently to be avoided, especially 
where a matter is treated before a high prince. 



TALE XXXIII.- OF THE AMBASSADOR SUIT TO TBI 
PBIMCS AOI8. 

Not much unlike the aforesaid tale, Plutarch 
reciteth, that when the ambassador of the 
Abderitie8 had at last ended a long tale to 
the prince Agis, he asked what answer he 
should make to them that sent him? "Say 
unto them," quoth the prince, " when thou 
comest home, that all the long time thou didst 
spend in telling thy tale, I sat still and heard 
thee patiently. 1 ' 

TALE XXXIV. — th* awbwbb or cumnrci to nil 

SAKIENS AMBA88ADOB. 

Plutarch rehearseth also, that what time an 
ambassador, who sent from the Samiens, had 
made a long oration to Clemence to persuade 
him to make war against Poly crates; he 
answered the ambassador on this manner of 
wise, " I remember not what thou saidst in the 
beginning of thy tale, and therefore I under- 



***** ^ cot****"' ' 

fc." 



\ 
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— ■ AJLXVL— OF THB MEBCHANT THAT HADE A 
WAOKB WITH HIS LORD. 

A certain merchant, before his lord that he 
as subject unto, among other things praised 
is wife, and said that he never heard her let 

• • • • ; whereat the lord marvelled, and said 
i was impossible, and so laid and ventured 
supper with the merchant, that before three 
oaths was ended, he should hear her let a 

• • • or two. On the morrow the lord came 
the merchant and borrowed fifty crowns, 
) which he promised faithfully to pay eight 
'8 after; the merchant, right sore against 
will, lent it, and thoughtfully abode until 
day of payment was come, and then he 
\ to his lord and required the money, 
lord, making as though he had more need 
before, desired the merchant *— " ' 
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his house right heavy sad m 

f HTim T Tiros, thisikinsj gsjA e^sj 
things, he passed many nights * 
deep; and as he lay waking; he he 
now and then rap out a • • •! 
month's end, the lord sent to tfc) 
and asked him if he new s in c e he 
leta****? The merchant, eek 
his folly, answered thorn, M ¥btsoc 
should to every • • • • «*» • — - 
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f greatly suspected that a plague 
\ should come among them, he 
;h of them a little scroll, which 
if such a virtue, that he who ever 



iff about his 
la of the a 



* every ones after his 
him money for a scroll ; and with 
a maiden's spinning, the y hanged 
r necks till the fifteen days' end: 
red them they should not open it 
:n days' end; for if they did, he 
to virtue. Bo when the friar had 
ich money, he went his way, 
as the desire of folks is to know 
<aid scrolls were read, in which 
in Italian speech, 41 dorma 
«©, quando ft picghi* tieni lo culo 
ch is to say in English, " woman, 
and thy spindle fall away, when 
st to reach for him, hold thy 
e. He said this passed all the 



WBITE BILLS OYER NIGHT. 

A certain physician of Italy used, over 
night, to write for sundry diseases divers bills, 
called recipes, and to put them in a bag 
altogether ; in the morning, when the urines (as 
their custom is) were brought to him, and he 
desired to show some remedy, he would put 
his hand into the bag, and at all adventures 
take out a bill; and, in taking out the bill, he 
would say to him that came to seek remedy, 
in their language, "prega dio te la mandi 
bona ;" that is to say, " pray God to send thee a 
good one." 

By this tale ye may see, that miserable is 
their state which fortune must help, and not 
ronson. Suoh a nhvsician on a time said to 



TALE XXXIX.— CP HIM THAT WOULD CONFESS I! 
BY WRITING. 

There was a young man, on a time, ' 
wrote a long libel \)f his sins; whether he 
it for hypocrisy, foolishness, or oblivio 
cannot say, and when he should confess 1 
he gave it to the confessor to read; which < 
fessor, being well learned and expert in 1 
business, perceived it would take a long 1 
to read over; therefore, after a few words 
said, "I absolve thee from all the sins < 
tained in this libel" " Tea, but what s 
my penance be?" quoth the young n 
44 Nothing else," said the confessor, 44 but 1 
thou shalt, for the space of a month, i 
this libel over every day seven times;" 
although he said it was impossible for hir 
do so, yet the confessor would not change 
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sentence; by which subtle answer, he confute 
the breble brable of the foolish fellow. 

By this tale ye may perceive, that he wb 
occupieth this office, that is to say, a confessoa 
ought to be discreet, prudent, and well learned 
This confessor knew well the ordinance of th 
holy church, which willeth that confession h 
made with the mouth, and not by writing, 



TALE XL.— or the ehht or padua. 

An hermit of Padua, that was reputed foi 
a holy man, under the semblance of confession, 
enticed many of the notabfest wives of the 
town into folly and lewdness; so at last, when 
his offence was divulged and known, (fa 
hypocrisy cannot long be hid,) he was taken 
by the provost, and brought before the prince 
of Padua, Duke Francis, the seventh of thai 
name; which, for his disport, sent for hii 
secretary to write the women's names that the 
hermit had lain by. When the hermit had 
rehearsed many of the duke's servants' wives, 
and the secretary, merrily laughing, had 
written them, he seemed as he had all said! 
" Be there any more?" said the duke. "No, 
forsooth," said the hermit. ** Tell us trutli," 
quoth the secretary, "who be more, or thou 
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be sharply punished." Then the hermit, 
xng, said, M go to, write in thine own wife 
ong the number of the other;" which say- 
<g so sore grieved the secretary, that the pen 
sll out of his hand; and the duke laughed 
ght heartily, and said, "it was well done 
iiat he, that with so great pleasure heard the 
faults of other men's wives, should come in the 
same number." 

By this jest we may learn, that one ought 
not to rejoice at other's grief or hurt, for 
little knoweth a man what hangs over his own 
head. 



TALE XLI.— Of TBS OUTLANDISHXAN WHO SAW TBS 
KINO. 

An outlandishman, nourished in the woods, 
came on a time to the city, when all the streets 
were full of people, and the common voice 
among them was, " the king cometh!" This 
rural man, moved with the novelty of that 
voice, had great desire to see what that mul- 
titude flocked to behold; suddenly the king, 
with many nobles and states before him, 
came riding royally ; then the people all about 
steadfastly beheld the king, and cried aloud, 
" God save the king!" " God save the kingi" 



- uiucKest me? met 

a painted garment." 

By this tale ye may p 
proved by experience, t 
bringing up, and exercis 
folks to humanity, and 
tilings, than nature hei 
most part are noble, fro 
in their youth have been 
virtuously endoctrincd. 



TALE XLII.— of tot cousr 

HOLD HI* BC 

A courtier, on a time, w 
horse at an inn gate, said 
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ALE XLUL— or the dkhttul Kiimn. 
.certain scrivener, who had bnt a bare 
jig by his craft, studied how he might get 
mey; so he came to a young man, and asked 
n if he was paid ten pounds, which a certain 
m, who was dead, borrowed, and ought to 
y his father in time past? The young man 
d, there was no such debt owing in his 
heir's name that he knew of. M It is a 
ith," quoth the scrivener, " for here is the 
ligation thereof which I made myself." He 
)Yoked the young man so much, that he 
re him money for the obligation, and before 
3 mayor he required the debt. His son, 
it was named to be debtor, said plainly, that 
i father never borrowed money, for if he had 
nrould appear by his books, after a mer- 
int's manner; and forthwith he went to 
) scrivener, and said to him, " that he was 
alse man to write a thing that never was 
k." "Sir," said the scrivener, M thou 
owest not what was done at that time, for 
en thy father borrowed that sum of money, 
m wert not born, but he paid it again within 
ee months after; I made the quittance 
areof myself, whereby thy father is dis- 
crged." So the young man was fain to give 
n money for the quittance; and, when he 
l2 



. By this tateV^l 
*n this oup time 
money. 
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he, " who I believe better than you all, sayeth 
plainly that ye lie." 

This was well and wisely done, for one 
ought not to give light credence to those 
things wherein resteth perpetual grief of 
mind. 



TALE XL V.— or him that paid his dxbt with 

CITING " BKA." 

There was a man, upon a time, who took as 
much ware of a merchant as drew to fifty 
pounds, and riotously played and spent the 
same away, within a short space; so, when 
the day of payment came, he had neither 
money nor ware to pay; therefore he was 
arrested, and must come before the justice. 
When he saw there was no other remedy, 
but that he should be constrained either to 
pay the debt or go to prison, he went to a 
subtle man of law, and showed to him his 
matter, and desired of him his counsel and 
help. " What wilt thou give me," quoth the 
man of law, " if I rid thee of this debt?" " By 
my faith," quoth the debtor, " five marks ; and, 
lo! here it is ready, as soon as I am quit ye 
shall have it" "Good enough," quoth the 
man of law, " thou must be ruled by my counsel, 
and thus do; when thou comest before the 
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justice, whatever he aayi unto thee, Ic 
thou answer to nothing, hut cry. Bea, a 
let me alone with the rest" " Content 
he. So, when they were come before 
tice, he said to the debtor, " dost thou < 
merchant thia mm of money or no?" 
quoth he; M what!" qnoth the justia 
answer to thy plaint* or else thon 
condemned; 11 "Ben,'* quoth he again, 
his man of law etood forth, and said, " 
man is but au idiot; who would bdit 
this merchant, who is both wise and 
would trust this idiot, who can speak 
ready word* of forty-penny-worth of 
and so, with such reasons, he pensua> 
justice to cast the merchant in his own 
So, when the sentence was given, the 
law drew the debtor aside, and said, u 
sayest thou now, have I not done well ft 
thou art clear quit of the debt that 1 
manded of thee j therefore give me my 
and God be with thee/ 1 "Bea," qn 
"what? said the lawyer, thou needest 
Boa any longer, thy matter is deapatc 
is at a point, there remaineth nothing 
give me my wages that thon pro 
K Bea," quoth ho again. " I say " qw 
man of law, ■* cry Bea no longer, but | 
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my money." "Bea," quoth he. Thus the 
man of law, neither for fair nor foul, could get 
any other thing of his client than Bea; there- 
fore, all angrily, he departed, and went his 
way. 

By this tale ye may perceive, that they 
which he the inventors and devisers of frauds 
and deceit, are oftimes thereby deceived them- 
selves; and he who hath hid a snare to entrap 
another, hath himself been taken therein. 



TALE XLVL— or tbb womah who appbalid mom 

KINO PHILIP TO KINO PHILIP. 

A woman, guiltless, on a time, was con- 
demned by King Philip of Macedon, when he 
was not sober; wherefore she said, " I appeal" 
" Whither?" quoth the king. "To King 
Philp," quoth she, " but that is when he is more 
sober, and better advised;" which saying 
caused the king to look better on the matter, 
and to do her right. 

This writeth Val Maximus; hut Plutarch 
says, " it was a man, and King Philip was 
half asleep when he gave sentence." 



was hated of all tH6 Mil) j vi 
every body wished his deatl 
woman, who every morning 
save him in good life and he 
understood that she did so, 
greatly at her undeserved bene 
fore he sent for her, and aske 
he had deserved that she p 
She answered, " I do it not i 
for when I was a maid, n 
reigning over us, whose death 
when he was slain, there si 
yet more cruel than he, out < 
ance to be also delivered I tl 
benefit; the third is thyself 
to reign over us more im 

' * ^ i 
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recover, bat must needs die of that disease. 
This sick man, within a while after, not by 
the physician's help, bat by the will of God, 
recovered, and was whole of that disease: 
howbeit he was brought very low and weak; 
and, as he walked forth on a day, he met the 
same physician, who, doubting whether it was 
the same sick man or not, said, " art not thou 
Gains?" "Yes, truly," quoth he. "Art thou 
alive or dead?" said the physician. M I am 
dead," quoth he. "What dost thou here, 
then ?" said the physician. M Because," quoth 
he, " I have experience of many things; God 
hath commanded me that I should come and 
take up all the physicians that I can get to 
him;" which saying made Eumonus as pale 
as ashes for fear. Then Gains said to him, 
M dread thou not, Eumonus, though I said all 
physicians, for there is no man that hath wit 
that will take thee for one." 



TALE XLIX.— OF 80CKATES AND BIS tCOLDIMO W1F& 

Laertius writeth, that the wise man, So- 
crates, had a cursed scolding wife, called 
Xantipe; the which, on a day when she had all 
chid him, poured a piss-pot upon his head} he, 
taking all patiently, said, " did I not tell you* 



• -an lortun 
be overcome." 



TALE L. — OF THE PHYSICIAN 
ON OAMD HI ] 

A physician, who had 
used, when he came to v 
touch the pulse, and, if 
would lay the blame on t: 
him on hand, that he did 
some other tiling that he J 
the patients otherwise c 
they thought he had been 
His servant had great m 
ceived that, and desired hi 
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ih eaten thereof; and so to the end I would 
blameless: I lay the fault on their misdiet- 
g." Not long after, the same servant took 
i him to practise physic; which, in like 
anner, blamed his patients, and said that 
iey kept not the diet he gave them; and he 
are them on hand, that they did eat some- 
what, whereof he saw the scraps on the floor. 
Jn a time he came to a poor man of the 
country, and promised to make him whole if 
he would be governed by him; and so gave 
him to drink, I wot not what, and went his 
way till the morrow; when he came again, 
he found the man sicker than ever he was. 
The rude fool, not knowing the cause, beheld 
here and there about, and, when he could see 
no scraps nor parings, he was sore troubled in 
his mind. - So at last he spied a saddle under 
the bed; then he said, all aloud, M that he had 
at length perceived how the sick man im- 
paired ; he hath so excessively passed diet," 
quoth he, "that I wonder he is not dead." 
•* How so?" quoth they. ** Marry," quoth he, 
M ye have made him to eat* a whole ass; lo! 
where the saddle lieth yet under the bed;" for 
he thought the saddle had been left of the ass 
as bones are of flesh; for which foolishness he 
was well laughed to scorn and mocked. 



MJ nyjLvnj iaj oe aenaed ; 

but also punished, for nothing is a 



TALE LL— or thb nm-HOLDu's wm 
Lovns. 

Near unto Florence dwelled an 
whose wife was not very careful 
Upon a night, as she was a bed 
her lovers, there came another 1 
with her; when she heard him i 
ladder she met him, and bade hir 
for she had no time then to fulfil h 
but, for all her words, he would n 
but still pressed her to let him i 
they stood wrangling, that the goo 
upon them, and suAtpA — v "~ * v 
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up his heart and say, he would be revenged on 
him that was without; and he that was with- 
out, made a face as though he would kill him 
that was within* The foolish man, her hus- 
band, inquired the cause of the debate, and 
took upon him to settle their quarrel, and so 
the good silly man spake, and made the peace 
between them both; yea, and further, he gave 
them a gallon of wine; adding to his wife's 
adultery the loss of his wine. 



TALE LIL— or him that hbaud fuawtio kin. 
There dwelt a man in Italy, which used to 
heal men that were frantic, in this manner; 
he had in his house a gutter, or ditch, full of 
water, wherein he would put them, some to 
the middle leg, others to the knee, and some 
deeper, as they were mad. So one that was 
well amended, and went about the house to do 
one thing or another for his meat, as he stood, 
on a time, at the gate looking into the street, 
he saw a gentleman ride by with a great many 
hawks and hounds, the which he called to him, 
and said, "you, gentleman, whither go ye?" 
" on hunting,'* quoth the gentleman ; " what do 
you with all those kites and dogs?" quoth 
he; "they be hawks and hounds," quoth the 



gentleman; " wherefore keep you 
quoth the other ; " for toy pleasure, 
the gentleman ; u what coateth it yo 
to keep them?" quoth the other; 
ducats," quoth the gentleman; " and 
they profit you?" quoth he ; * four 
quoth the gentleman* " Got thee 
hence," quoth the mad man, " for If m; 
come and find thee here, he will put 
the gutter up to the throat. 1 ' 

This tale touches such young ge 
that spend over much on hawks, houJ 
other trifles. 



TALE LUL— or him that «in> be wis MM 1 

OPEN TRI GATE TO TUX I TWO. 

As a king of England hunted, on a 
the county of Kent* ho happened 1 
tiding to a great gate, whereby stoo 
band man of the country, to whom t 
eh id, u good fellow, put open the gate 
man, perceiving it was the king, sa 
and please your grace, I am not wort 
I will go fetch Master Cooper, that i 
not past two miles hence, and he shall 
you the gate," 
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TALE LIV.— or urb utooi, am> tu*toi, mi maw. 

Master Vavesor, sometime a judge of Eng- 
land, had a servant with him called Torpin, 
which had done him service many years; 
wherefore he came to his master, on a time, 
and said to him on this wise, " sir, I hare done 
yon service long, wherefore, I pray yon, give 
me somewhat to help me in my old age." 
"Turpin," quoth he, "thou say eat truth, and 
hereon I have thought many a time; I will tell 
thee what thou shalt do: now, shortly I must 
ride up to London, and if thou wilt bear my 
costs there, I will surely give thee such a thing 
that shall be worth to thee a hundred pounds." 
44 1 am content," quoth Turpin. So all the 
way, as he rode, Turpin paid his costs, till 
they came to their last lodging; and there, 
after supper, he came to his master, and said, 
«* sir, I have borne your costs hitherto as ye 
bid me; now, I pray you, let me see what 
thing it is that should be worth an hundred 
pounds tome?" " Did I promise thee such a 
thing?" quoth his master. " Yes, forsooth," 
quoth Turpin. " Show me thy writing," 
quoth Master Vavesor. "I have none," said 
Turpin. 44 Then thou art like to have nothing,' ' 
said his master; " and learn this of me, when- 
ever thou makest a bargain with a man, look. 
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that then take sure writing, and be we 
how thou makest a writing to any to; 
point hath availed me a hundred pc 
my day, and so U may thee" When 
saw there was no other remedy, he he 
self content On the morrow Tnrpin 
a little behind his master, to reckon vi 
hostess where they Jay} and of her 
rowed bo much money on his masters 
clonk as drew to all the costs that they i 
the way. Master Vavesor had nol 
past two miles when it began to rain, 
fore he called for his cloak; his other t 
eaid T "Tnrpin was behind, and had 
him." So they hovered under a 1 
Tnrpin overtook them; when he we 
Master VaveEor, aU angrily, said, " Choi 
why comest thou not with my cloak? 
and please yon," said Turpin, " I hav 
to gage for your costs all the way." 
knave," quoth his master, 11 didst t 
promise to bear my charges to London ! 
3 ?" quoth Turpin. 14 Yea/' quoth his 
41 that thou didst * "Let me see; I 
your writing thereof?* 1 quoth Tropin; 
his master, I think, answered but littl 
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TALE LV.—0* HIM THAT SOUGHT HIS WIF1 AGAUIfT 
THSSTJUBAK. 

There was a man whose wife, as she came 
over a bridge, fell into the river and was 
drowned; wherefore he went and sought for 
her upward against the* stream; whereat his 
neighbours, who went with him, marvelled, 
and said, "ye do wrong, ye should seek her 
downward with the stream." "Nay," quoth 
he, " I am sure I shall never find her that way, 
for she was so wayward, and so contrary to 
everything while she lived, that I know very 
well, now she is dead, she will go against the 
stream." 



TALE LVL— of him who, at a skibmish, dzfsxded 

HIMSELF WITH HIS FEET* 

A lusty young gentleman of France, who, 
on a time, was at a skirmish, and defended 
himself valiantly with his feet, came into the 
court, into a chamber among ladies, with a 
goodly ring on his finger; to whom a fair lady 
said, "sir, why wear ye that ring on your 
finger?" "Wherefore ask you, madam?" quoth 
he. " Because," said she " your feet did you 
better service than your hands at tho las$ 
skirmish you were at." 

m 



There came * *f° 
tavern, ^called for 

gained, the taven> 
tohavehis money.* 
^nomoney^utl 

you vrith songs. * 
il need no songa, 

«Why,"ou°* th ** 
vour pleasure, wul 5 

« Yes," qw>th tbeta 

BMlg threeor lot* 

*ere P^aaed? 
Then he opened hi 
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fellow, M ye be paid for your dinner;" and so 
he departed, and went his way. 

This tale sheweth, that a man may be too 
hasty in making a bargain and covenanting; 
and, therefore, a man ought to take good heed 
what he sayeth, for one word may bind a 
man to great inconvenience, if the matter be 
weighty. 



TALE LVm.— or thx fool who thought bhuxlv 

D£AD. 

There was a fellow, dwelling at Florence, 
called Nigniaca, which was not very wise, nor 
all a fool, but merry and jocund. A set of 
young men, for laugh and pastime, appointed 
together to make him believe he was sick; so 
when they had agreed how they would do, one 
of them met him in the morning as he came 
out of his house, and bid him good morrow; 
and then asked him if he were not ill at ease? 
" No," quoth the fool, *' I ail nothing, thank 
God." " By my faith ye have a sickly pale 
colour," said the other, and went his way; 
anon after, another of them met him, and 
asked him, if he had not an ague? M for your 
face and colour," said he, " showeth that ye 
bo very sick." Then the fool began a little to 



end." jnow, ne aouotea greatly 
verily, in his mind, that he ha 
ague; wherefore he stood still 
no further; and, as he stood, th 
came, and said, " Jesu, man, wl 
here, and art so sick? get thee 
bed, for I perceive thon canst nc 
to an end." Then the fool's h< 
faint, and he prayed this last mai 
him to help him home. " Yes," 
will do as much for thee as for 
ther." So home he brought him 
in his bed, and then he fared wit 
though he would give up the ghc 
came the other fellows, and said 
done to lay him in his bed. An 
came one who took on him to tx 
which, touching the pulse, said, 
was so vehement that he coulc 
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his eyes, and lay his hands across, and cany 
him forth to be buried and then they said, 
lamenting one to another, " O, what a loss have 
we of this good fellow, our friend." The fool lay 
still, as one that were dead, yea, and thought 
in his own mind that he was dead indeed; so 
they laid him on a bier, and carried him 
through the city; and, when any body asked 
them what they carried, they said, "the corpse 
of Nigniaca to his grave;" and ever as they 
went, the people drew about them. Among 
the crowd there was a taverner's boy, which, 
when he heard it was the corpse of Nigniaca, 
he said to them, 44 O, what a vile beastly 
knave, and what a strong thief is dead; by 
the mass, he was well worthy to be hanged 
long ago." When the fool heard those words, 
he put out his head, and said, " I think, whore- 
son, if I were alive now, as I am dead, I would 
prove thee a false liar to thy face." They 
that carried him began to laugh so heartily, 
that they set down the bier, and went their way. 

By this tale ye may see, what the persua- 
sion of many doeth; certainly he is very 
wise who is not inclined to folly, if he be 
steered thereunto by a multitude; yet sapience 
is found in few persons, and they be likely old 
sober men. 



wrought by the way side blamed I 
fore he sat up his son, and went 
foot; others, that saw that, calk 
because he let the young boy ride, 
so aged to go afoot; then he took d< 
and leaped up and rode himself. V 
ridden a little way, he heard ot 
him because he made the little bo 
as a servant, and he, his father, tc 
he set up the boy behind him, fi 
forth. Anon, he met with others, 
him if the ass were his own; by * 
he conjectured he did not well e 
charge the little silly ass, that tc 
able to bear one; thus he, troublec 
divers and manifold opinions, whi 
with his ass vacant, nor he alone, 
alone, nor both together riding at < 
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them, on their shoulders, to the town; the 
novelty of which sight caused every body to 
laugh, and blame the foolishness of them both. 
The silly old man was so sore aggravated, that 
as he sat and rested him on a river's side, he 
threw his ass into the water; and so, when he 
had drowned his ass, he turned to go home 
again. Thus the good man, desiring to please 
everybody, contenting none at all, lost his ass. 

By this tale appeareth plainly, that they 
who commit themselves to the opinion of the 
common people, be oppressed with great 
misery and servage; for how is it possible to 
please all, when every man hath a diverse 
opinion, and diversely judgeth; and that was 
well known to the poet, when he said, " scin- 
ditur incertum studia incontraria vulgus;" 
and as Cicero, Persius, and Flaccus say, " as 
many men, so many minds; as many heads, 
so many wits; that which pleaseth one dis- 
pleaseth another; few allow that which they 
love not ; and what a man alloweth he thinketh 
good; therefore, the best is, that every man 
live well, as a good Christian should, and care 
not for the vain words and jangling of the 
people;" " for babbling," as Plutarch says, " is 
a grievous disease, and hard to be remedied; 
for that, that should heal it (which is words of 



mere was, in the country of Flo 
husbandman that used to carry cor 
market, upon many little asses. On 
as he came homeward, because he wa 
what weary, to ease himself he rode 
the strongest of them ; and as he rode, 
his asses before him, he counted thi 
forgot the one he rode on; where 
thought still that he lacked ona 
sore troubled in his mind, he bad 1 
set up his asses, and hastily rode 1 
the town, seven miles off, to seek the i 
he rode on. He asked of every body 
if they saw an ass stray alone; when h 
everybody say they saw none such, i 
great sorrow, he returned home again ; 
when he was alighted, his wife perceiv) 
showed him plainly, that the ass he i 
was the sama that, hn «wi*»i»* *»--> — - 
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take no heed, nor cannot see what ills they 
have, or be spotted with themselves. 



TALE LXL— th» ahswsb or fakci to imoi. 
When Hannibal, the captain of Carthage, 
had conquered Tarent, (a town pertaining to 
the Romans,) all save the castle, and had left a 
garrison to keep it. When the worthy Roman, 
Fabius, had knowledge thereof; he privily 
conducted an army thither, and got the town 
again, and pillaged it. Then M. Livius, who 
kept the garrison, said, boasting himself, 
" that Fabins had got the town through him 
and his help." "You say truth," quoth 
Fabins, " for if you had not lost the town, I 
should never have got it 



TALE LXII.— tei Airawnt or poltm, xnra or thbacb, 

TO THE TBOJA* AMBASSADORS. 

Plutarch likewise writeth, that, during the 
war of Troy, the Greeks, and also the Trojans, 
sent ambassadors to a king of Thrace, called 
Poltis ; which king answered the ambassadors, 
and bade, that Alexander should deliver again 
Helen, for she was the cause of the war, and 
he would give him two fair wives toner* 



watered bot" ougarm( 

you," ^^eSfortheBo 

covetous of ^thej rt 
one thing, and anBwex^ 

- „ » -rtV -TBI w°* M °* M 

rvneC Popflius w» sent, 

commanded to raw ^ 
ofEgypt.andtha^Bjo 

rf Ptolemy «* d ^L t he 
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counsel before he made an answer. Popilius, 
with a rod that he had in his hand, made a 
compass about the king, and said, " even here, 
standing, take counsel, and give me an an- 
swer." Every man marvelled at the gravity 
and courage of the ambassador; and when 
Antiochus was content to do as the Romans 
would have him, then Popilius both saluted 
and embraced him. 



TALE LXV.— OF HIM THAT LOVXD TEX MEBCHANT'8 
WOT. . 

There was a young lusty gentleman, upon 
a time, that was right amorous, and loved a 
merchant's wife out of all measure, insomuch 
that he followed her to the church and other 
places, but he durst never speak. At the 
last, he, with two or three of his fellows, fol- 
lowed her to a friar's, where he had time and 
place convenient to speak three or four words 
to her, that he before had devised. So one 
of his fellows said, " go now and speak to 
her;" but he stood still all astonished. They 
egged and provoked him so much that at last 
he went to her; but, clean forgetting those 
words that he had devised, spake unto her 
this wise, " mistress, I am youx crwn Yft&a, 
servant" Whereat she smiled Mid * 



" Incipit affair, mediaque in voce 
Folysshe lone maketh folkes aston 
And eke to rave without remembi 
When they shulde speke, they bene 
And of theyr wordes can make non< 
Nor be so hardye them self to auai 
What tyme they se of her, the sw€ 
Of whom the love, theyr hartes dotl 



TALE LXVI.— of tbx womah that cc 

BSAD AMD SHOWZD BIS TAIL. 

As a woman (for a certain impec 
shaved her head) sat in house ban 
of her neighbours called her out I 
the street; and for haste, she forgot 
her kerchief; and when her neig] 
her so, she blamed her for comim 



MERRY TALKS* 



173 



laugh at her foolishness, which to hide a little 
fault showed a greater. 

This tale toucheth those who would coyer a 
small offence with a greater wickedness ; and, 
as the proverb sayeth, "stumble at a straw, 
and leap over a block." 



TALE LXVIL— how alkxamdu. was admomishid 

TO SLAT TH> FIRST HS KIT. 

When great Alexander would enter into 
the Persian land with his army, he counselled 
with Apollo of his good speed; and, by lot, he 
was warned to command to slay the first he 
met. When he issued out at the gate, per- 
chance the first he met was a man driving an 
ass before him; immediately the king com- 
manded to take and put him to death. When 
the poor man saw that they would slay him, 
he said, "what have I done? shall I, that am 
an innocent, be put to death?" Alexander, to 
excuse his deed, said, "he was warned by 
divine monition to slay the first he met coining 
out at that gate." " If it be so, mighty king," 
quoth the man, "tlfen the lot divine hath 
ordered another to suffer this death, and not 
me. 



wnen ine genueman was c< 
man bad him show to him 
trespasses. " No," quoth 
" that needeth not, for I kr 
wife hath showed unto you al 
ever I did, and much more." 



TALE LXXIL— o* ths two to 

TO WALSINQILL 

One John Reynolds rode 
upon a time, toward Walsinj 
of a young man of the same 
much been accustomed to ric 
to an inn where a great com 
and in the morning, when < 
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quoth he, M for a good cause." "For what 
cause?" quoth Reynolds. " Marry," quoth he, 
" here he so many horses that I cannot tell 
which is my own among the others; and I 
know well, when every man is ridden and 
gone, the horse that remaineth behind must 
needs be mine. 



TALE LXXIIL— of the young mam of muobs and 

HIS SPOUSE. 

A young man at Bruges, who was betrothed 
to a fair maiden, came, on a time, when her 
mother was out of the way, and had to do 
with her; when her mother was come in, she 
perceived by her daughter's appearance what 
she had done; wherefore she was so sore dis- 
pleased that she sued a divorce, and would in 
no wise suffer that the young man should 
marry her daughter. 

Not long after, the same young man was 
married to another maiden of the same parish ; 
and as he and his wife sat talking, upon a 
time, of the aforesaid damsel, to whom he 
was betrothed, he fell into a nice laughing. 
"Whereat laugh ye?" quoth his wife. "It 
chanced, upon a time," quoth he, "that she 
and I did such a thing together, and she told 

N 



TALE LXXIV.— OF HIM that ma: 
CHASTE LIYCK. 

A fellow who took upon hi 
the most chaste and best dis; 
was, by one of his fellows, on 
adultery, and sharply rebuk 
he prated so much of chast 
taken in the same fault; to wl 
" O, fool, dost thou think I 
pleasure? no, no$ I did it oi 
flesh, and purge my reins." 

Whereby ye may perceive 
sembling hypocrites are the < 
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ars, he came to the church again; and, 
cause he saw his neighbours kneel before 
<e same rood, he kneeled down likewise, and 
lid thus, 44 well, I may cap and kneel to thee, 
ut thou shalt never have my heart again as 
ong as I live." 

By which tale appeareth, that, by gentle 
and courteous entreating, men's minds be 
opened; for though the people cap and kneel 
to one in high authority, yet little wotteth he 
what they think. 



TALE LXXVI.— of toe widow who would mot wed 

FOE BODILY FLEA8UEE. 

There was a rich widow that desired a 
gossip of hers that she would get her a hus- 
band; " not for the nice play," quoth she, "but 
to the intent that he may keep my goods 
together, which is a hard thing for me to do, 
being alone woman;" her gossip, who under- 
stood her conceit, promised her so to do. 
About three or four days afterwards she came 
to her again, and said, " gossip, I hare found 
a husband for you, that is a prudent, and 
wary, and worldly-wise man, but he lacketh 
his privy members, whereof ye care not." 
"Go to the devil with that husband,** quoth 
n2 



BAKSPBARS'S 



hough that I desire not the 
ill that my husband should 
rith we may be reconciled if 



F THX COVETOUS AMBASSADOR THAT 
U> B£AB MO MUSIC. 

us man, on a time, was come 
ty, whither he was sent at 
lis country, anon the min- 
came to him to fill his ears 
to the intent he should fill 
i money; but he, perceiving 
lis servants go and tell them 
>t then attend to hear their 
ist demean great sorrow, for 
lead. So the minstrels, dis- 
iir purpose, all sadly went 
rhen a worshipful man of the 
lis friend, heard tell of his 
ae to visit and comfort him; 
gether, he asked how long ago 
nother deceased? " Truly," 
forty years ago." Then his 
ding his subtlety, began to 

>plied to the covetous man, 
ft and means, study to keep 
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and increase their money and substance, 
against which vice much has been written; 
as far, saith one, is that from a covetous man, 
that he hath as that he hath not; and Diogenes 
calleth covetousness the root of all evil; and 
Saint Hieronymus calleth covetousness the 
root of all evil; and, for an example, the fol- 
lowing tale shall be of covetousness. 



TALE LXXVIII. 

Not in the original. 



TALE LXXIX.— how diontsius, tbx ttbakt, hebved 

A COVETOUS MAN. 

It was showed to Dionysius, the tyrant, 
that a covetous man of the city had hid a 
great sum of money in the ground, and lived 
most wretchedly; wherefore he sent for the 
man, and commanded him to go dig up the 
money, and so to deliver it unto him; the 
man obeyed, and delivered unto the tyrant all 
the gold and treasure that he had, save a 
small sum that he privily kept aside ; where- 
with he went into another city, and forsook 
Syracuse, and there bought a little land, upon 
which he lived. When the tyrant understood 



I will restore 
he dicL" 



TALE LXXX.— of the old man wbo cokjuuo 

BOY OUT OF THX AFFLX T&KJS WITH STOKM. 

As an old man walked, on a time, in 
orchard, he looked up and saw a boy sit 
tree stealing his apples, whom he entre 
with fair words to come down, and let 
apples alone; and when the old man saw 
the boy cared not for him, because of his 
and set nought by his words, he said, M 1 1 
heard say, that, not only in words, but a) 
herbs, should be great virtue;" wherefoi 
plucked up herbs, and began to throw 
whereat the boy laughed he 
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gathered a lap full of stones, and 
at the boy, and compelled him to 
and run away. 

This tale showeth, that they tl 
prove many ways before they use 



TALE LXXXI.- of thx *ich mam wa« 

BATS A QLYfTKE. 

There was a certain rich man 
that fell sick, to whose curing c 
physicians, (for flies by heaps flee 
among them all, there was one wb 
he most needs take a glyster if 1 
whole. When the sick man, that 
lore with that medicine, heard hin 
said, in a great fury, "out of doon 
physicians, they be mad; for wh 
pain is in my head, they would 
mine * * *. n 

This fable showeth, that wholes 
to them that lack knowledge and 
seem hurtfuL 

TALE LXXXII.— or him that fugnkdi 

TO PKOVS WHAT Hit WITS WOULD 

A young married man, on a tim 
to hear, and to see, what his wife • 



,e » to0 ^ vett**. _!» cat vTcoa- ,. 
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je thought he had made pastime enough, i 
hearing his wife say thus, 44 alas! dear h 
band, what shall I do now?" he looked up i 
said, 44 full ill, my sweet wife, except ye 
quickly and drink." Wherewith they 
from weeping turned to laughter, especit 
when they understood the matter, and 
cause of her thirst 

Whereby ye may see, that, not without g 
skill, the poet said, 44 ut flerent oculos erud 
suos." 



TALE LXXXITI.— of the poo* mam into wf 

HOUSE THIEVES BBAKX BT MIGHT. 

There was a poor man, on a time, the * 
unto thieves which brake into his how 
night, he said, on this wise, 44 sirs, I r 
that ye think to find anything here by 
for, I assure you, I can find nothing y 
is broad day." 

By this tale appeareth plainly, 
That poverty is a wealthy mist 



TALE LXX X I V.— of him that should h 
hanged roBscorruio. 

There was a merry fellow, in High 
the which, with his scoffing and je 



***** TAL **- 



^ _ a Say/ 1 * uotl ! 
_ a oegg** i the 



There «une*Jf^ reye d the 
Micedot^onatime, ^further, he 

" ^ vW ^Iof AdTm; then the 
BkL 1 _ t dwelled** 11 



old. 



prudence, and was a man meet for nothing 
to scoff and jest ; but yet, with his merry 
9, he so moved the said Can, that he did 
atly enrich him ; and, because Dante de- 
;ed his foolishness, this scoffer said to him, 
:>w cometh it, Dante, that thou art held so 
e, and so well learned, and yet art poor 
I needy? I am an unlearned man, and am 
ignorant fool, and yet I am far richer than 
u art." To whom Dante answered, w if I 
y find a lord like and conformable to my 
aners, as thou hast found to thine, he will 
wise make me rich.** 



ALE LXXXVIIL— OF HIM that had sou m. 

)nc that had sore eyes was warned of the 
/sician that he should, in any wise, forbear 
nking f or else lose his eyes. To whom he 
1, "it is more pleasure for me to lose mine 
is with drinking, than to keep them for 
rms to eat them out." 
By this tale ye may perceive, that it availcth 
. to warn some for their own profit 



LE LX XXIX.— OF THB OLD WOMA* THAT HAD SOU 
EYES. 

There was an old woman, the which bar- 
ncd with a surgeon to heal her sore eyes, 
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when he had made her eyes whole, and 
that she saw better, she covenanted that he 
should be paid his money, and not before ; so 
he laid a medicine to her eyes that should not 
be taken away the space of five days, in which 
time she might not look up. Every day, when 
he came to dress her, he bare away somewhat 
of her household stuff, table-cloths, candle- 
sticks, and dishes ; he left nothing that he 
could carry clean. So, when her eyes were 
whole, she looked up, and saw that her house- 
hold stuff was carried away, she said to the 
surgeon, that came and required his money for 
his labour, u sir, my promise was to pay you 
when ye made me see better than I did before." 
** That is truth," quoth he. " Marry," quoth 
she, "but I see worse now than I did ; before 
ye laid medicines to my eyes, I saw much 
fair stuff in my house, and now I see nothing 
at alL" 

TALE XC— Of HIM THAT HAD THE CUSTODY Of A 
WAftD. 

A certain man, who had the custody of a 
ward and his goods, and, in a short space had 
spent all away, was, by the governor of the 
city, commanded to bxVnifc va. 
intraitus et exitu* ; that \a \0 «oS«2K» 



TALE XCL— Of THE EXCELLENT PAIHTEE 
UOLT CHILDREN. 

There was a painter at Bomb thj 
excellent cunning man; and, becaui 
ugly children, one said to him, M by 
I marvel that you paint so goodly 
such ugly children." w Yea," quoth tl 
" I make my children in the dark, ft 
these figures by daylight." 



TALE XCII.— O* THE SCOFFS* THAT HAD; 

SOOTHSAYEE. 

There was a merry scoffing fell 
time, the which took upon him to tei 

iU « When tllPV Wt 



MEBRT TALES. 



191 



so ill, that he spit it oat forthwith, and said, 
** Phooh ; this pellat that thou gi vest me to eat 
savoured all of a * • • • •." « Thou sayest 
truth," quoth the scoffer; "now thou art a 
soothsayer, and therefore pay me the money." 



TALE XCIIL— of tbs mbbcbaht op flokxvcx, calxjed 

CHA1LBS. 

A merchant of Florence, called Charles, 
came from Avignone to Rome; and, as he sat 
at supper with a great company, one asked 
him how the Florentines at Avignone fared? 
he said, they were merry and glad, for they 
that dwelt there a-year," quoth he, "be as 
men that were frantic, and out of their mind." 
Then another, that sat at supper with them, 
asked this Charles, " how long he had dwelled 
there ? he answered, " six months." " Charles," 
quoth he, that asked him the question, "thou 
hast a great wit, for it, that others be about 
twelve months, thou hast fulfilled in half 
a-year." 



TALE XCIV.— OF THE CHBSHIEB MAN, CALLED XVKLTK. 

There dwelt a man in Cheshire, called 
Evelyn, which used to go to town many times, 
and there he would sit drinking till twelve of 



A iOt^^V Dive rt, t**T*l*' . 



tf>*° 



4 

\ 



KERRY TALES. 



people together lightly." So when they 
into a little town where a new pillory w 
up, he that said he could lightly ass 
people together, went to the bailiff of the 
which was a butcher, and desired him tl 
would give him leave to have the maidei 
of the pillory; which request at the 
abashed the bailiff, for he wist not wh 
meant thereby; wherefore he took cc 
of his neighbours what was best to d< 
they bade him set up the knave, and 
not So when he was on the pillory, he 1 
about, and saw his two fellows busy i 
holes of the butchers' aprons, where the: 
to put their money; then he said, " then 
go to apace." The people gaped up sti 
laughed; and when he saw that his felloe 
sped their matters, and were going awi 
said to the people, " now turn the pillory 
about, and then I will come down;" so 
laughing heartily, did. When the felloi 
come down from the pillory, the bailiff a 
him, " by my faith thou art a good fellow 
because thou has made us so good sport, 
I will give thee a groat to drink;" and i 
his hand in the hole of his apron, but th 
found never a penny. " Cock arms," 
the bailiff, " my purse is picked, an<f my x 
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ALB XCVIL— of tbx two men that d 

OF WHITE WINE TOGETHER. 

There came two homely men of t 
into a tavern, on a time, to drinl 
wine; so they sat still and wist not 
to call for; at last, hearing every n 
white wine, as clear as water from 
they bad the drawer bring them 
white wine as clear as water of the 
drawer seeing, and perceiving by tl 
that they were but blunt fellows, 1 
them a pint of clear water. The o 
filled his cup and drank to his felloe 
"hold! neighbour; by mass, I h 
drink wa« v r, save only for the nam 



TALE XCVIH.— or the doctor that we 

FOWLS* TO CATCH BUM. 

There was a doctor, on a time, wh 
a fowler, that went to catch birds w 
that he might go with him; the 1 
content, and dressed him with bo? 
him by his owl, and bad him sa; 
when he saw the birds alight apac 
" there be many birds alighted, draw 
wherewith the birds flew away. 
was very angry, and blamed him j 
o2 



the Dirua A*v.. 

right angry, and sore dispk 
" that by his babbling he ha 
prey." " Why, thinkest thou, 
doctor, "that the birds do and 
This doctor thought that the 
and not the noise, had feared 



TALE XCIX-— OP HIM THAT UHDJ 
ASS TO MAD. 

There was a certain tyrs 
pillage one of his subjects o 
manded him to teach an ass 
he said it was impossible, exc 
space enough thereto; and, 
v what time he w< 
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that ib hard to do, especially when a man 
cannot choose to take it on hand. 



TALE C— of tbs nui that comam va womak. 

As a fair young woman, of the town of 
— , confessed her to a friar, he began to burn 
in concupiscence of the flesh, that he enticed her 
to consent to his will; and they agreed that 
she should feign herself ill, and send for him 
to shrive her. Within three days after, she 
feigned herself sick, and laid down in her bed, 
and sent for the same friar to shrive her; 
when the friar was come, and everybody sent 
out of the chamber, he went to bed with the 
woman, and there lay a long space with her. 
Her husband, suspecting so long a confession, 
came into the chamber; whose sudden coming 
so sore abashed the friar, that he went his 
way, and left his breeches behind him, lying 
in the bed; when her husband saw the 
breeches, he said aloud, " this was not a friar, 
but an adulterer;" and, for great abomination 
of the deed, he called his household to see it; 
and forthwith he went to the warden of the 
convent, and threatened to slay him that had 
done the deed. The warden, to appease his 
anger, said, that such publishing was to tha 
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of a man's body? one said the eye, 
the nose; but Anthony, because he 
envier would name just the contn 
the mouth was the most revere 
" Nay," quoth his envier, " the pari 
sit on is the most reverend part ;" anc 
they marvelled why, he made his res 
he was most honourable among the 
people that was first set, and the pai 
named was the first set; which saj 
tented them, and they laughed mer 
was not a little proud of his saying, 
he had overcome Anthony. This paw 
four or five days after, they were be 
dinner in another place; when Anth 

in. hp. fniinri Viia pnvipr sU.Hnor ti 
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u Why disdainest thou?" quoth Anthony, " if 
I had saluted thee with my mouth, thou 
wouldst have saluted me again; and now I 
greet thee with that part of my body that, by 
thine own saying, is most honourable, thou 
callest me knave." Thus he got again his 
praise that he had lost before. 



TALE CHI.— or rax old man thai put himself in 
bis son's hands. 

There was a certain old man which let his 
son to marry, and to bring his wife and his 
children to dwell with him, and to take all 
the house into his own hand and guiding; so 
a certain time the old man was set, and kept 
the upper end of the table; afterwards they 
set him lower, about the middle of the table; 
thirdly, they set him at the nether end of the 
• table ; foufthly, he was set among the servants ; 
fifthly, they made him a couch behind the hall 
door, and cast on him an old sack cloth. Not 
long after, the old man died; when he was 
dead, the young man's son came to him, and 
said, "father, I pray you give me this old 
sackcloth that was wont to cover my grand- 
father." "What wouldst thou do with it?" 
said his father. " Forsooth," said the child, 



guuu met ^ MAX lu 

marble pillar, for lack of one 10 
him; the emperor, moved with pity, 
1 an annuity to find him, and a servant 
upon him. When this was known, a 
>rt of old men drew them together, and 
here as the emperor should pass forth 
ry one of them rubbing his own back 
marble stone. The emperor demanded 
hey did so? Because, noble emperor, 
bey, we be not able to keep servants to 
" Why," quoth the emperor, 44 one of 
aay claw and fret another's back well 
h." 

S C VI.— PHOOIAN'0 ORATION TO TBS ATHENIANS. 

treating a long oration to 



..^ujaatney will slay me; 
wax once wise they will slay thee ; 
thenes spake much to the peopl 
and spake things rather deligi 
wholesome. 



TALK C VIII.— of niocioif that mnrusKS 

• GIFT. 

What time Alexander, King of 
sent a hundred bezants of gold fo 
Fhocion; he asked them that br 
money, how it came that Alexandei 
him alone, seeing there were many ot 
Athens beside. him? They answered 
he judgeth you alone to be an hones 
man." " Th«*^ r — 
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taking of gifts, neither be nor ought not to be 
taken for good men. 

TALE CIX. — or diohtstus, ths ttbant, akd bis sou. 

What time Dyonisius, the tyrant, under- 
stood that his son, who should reign after him, 
had committed adultery with a worshipful 
man's wife, angrily he said to him, " did I, 
thy father, ever such a deed?" The young 
man answered, "no, ye had not a king to 
your father." a Nor thou," said Dionysius, 
" art not like to have a son a king, except 
thou leave off committing such evil deeds." 



TALE CX.— op roMPomut, ras bokaw, that was 

■BOUGHT MTOBB M ITHMDATEf. 

Pomponius, a nobleman of Rome, sore hurt 
and wounded, was taken and brought before 
Mithridates, which asked this question, "if I 
cure and heal thy wounds, wilt thou be my 
friend?" He answered him again thus, "if 
thou wilt be a friend to the Romans, then 
shalt thou have me thy friend." 

This was a noble mind, that preferred the 
wealth of his country before his own health. 




TALE CXIL-oi 

WhcD Scipio Nasica came* 
speak with Ennius, the poet, 
maid at the door if he were within? 
eaid T he was not at homo-, but N& 
ceived tliat her master bade her aa 
that he was within; but, for that t 
sembling the matter, he went hia way, 
a few days nftcr, Ennius came to Na 
knocking at the door, asked if lie wort 
Nasiea himself snake out aloud, and 
was not at home. Then said Ennius 
man, t hink you that I kaaw not j 



t i know not yoa: 
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a dishonest man you be; when I sought you I 
believed your maid, that said ye were not at 
home, and ye will not believe me, mine own 
self." 

TALE CXIIT. — OP PABIAB MiNimus AMD his sow. 

Fabiu8 Minutius was of his son exhorted, on 
a time, to get and conquer a place that was 
meet for them, and to their great advantage; 
the which thing; he said, they might do with 
the loss of a few men. " Will ye be one of 
those few?" said Fabius to his son. Thereby 
showing, that it is a point of a good captain to 
care for the least of his soldiers, and to save 
them as near as he could. The Emperor An- 
tonias Pius loved much this sentence of 
Scipio's, which would oft say, " I had rather 
save one citizen than slay a thousand enemies." 



TALE CXI V.— OP AUKKLIAN, THAT WAS DISPLEASED 
BECAUSE THE CITY TYAVA WAS CLOSED AOAIKST BIX. 

What time the Emperor Aurelian came to 
the city Tyana, he found it closed against 
him; wherefore, all angrily, he said, "I will 
not leave a dog alive in this town;" which 
words rejoiced much his men of war, because 
of the great prey and booty that they thought 



and desired that tney migu*, 

promise, overrun and spoil the city, he 
swered, M go to, I said I would not leave i 
alive; spare not, kill all the dogs in the to 
By this means the gentle prince rewarded 
traitor according to his deserving, and d 
pointed the covetousness of his soldiers. 



TALE CXV.— OF TEE NUV POECBD, THAT MJM1 
CST. 

A certain nun, with the swelling o 
belly, was betrayed to have accompan 
man; and, being called before the coi 
was right sharply rebuked of the abbe 
putting of their house to so great a s 
t- — aoirt. she was for 



Bb oed to 

HNt hii n> 

quoth 
fcr they 
tw son? 



A priest, in the country, nor tut? 
the best learned, preached to his parish: 
of charity so vehemently, that he said p] 
that it was impossible for any man to be i 
or to come to heaven without charity, c 
only the King's grace, God save him. 



TALE CXVm.— ANOTHIft 8AYIHO OF TBS BAMM 

Before the King's majesty's commissi 
sent down into the realm in visitat 
chanced the aforesaid priest among ot! 
appear; to whom one of the visitors, c 
guessing what doctor he was, said, '* 
parson, how spend you your time? wh 
« Forsooth, sir," said the pri 
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TALE CXIX.—of tbs raum that fbaivkd saiht 

FF.ANCU. 

A friar, preaching to the people, extolled 
Saint Francis above confessors, doctors, vir- 
gins, martyrs, prophets, yea, and above one 
more than prophets, John the Baptist; and, 
finally, above the seraphical order of angels; 
and still, he said, "let ns go up higher;" so, 
when he could go no further, except he should 
put Christ out of his place, which the good 
man was half afraid to do, he said aloud, "and 
yet we have found no fit place for him;" and, 
staying a little while, he cried out at last, 
saying, "where shall we place this holy 
father?" A froward fellow, standing among 
the audience, said, "if thou canst find none 
other, then set him here in my place, for I am 
weary;" and so went his way 



TALE CXX.— OF HIM THAT WABHHD HIS WOT OF 
WASHIXQ BEE FACB IN FOUL FUDDL1 WATS*. 

A man, dwelling in the country, taking his 
journey, bad his wife in his absence play the 
good housewife, that he, at his home coming, 
might find all things weH " Sweet husband," 
quoth she, "command what ye will, and ye 
shall find me obedience in all things." "Dear 
p2 



4 



that puddle, her mind was 
moved for what cause her h 
gently warned her of that thir 
could not persuade herself tha 
some great thing in it; to be b 
her so, that she washed, that is 
face; she looked in the glass, a 
displeased with herself; yea, a 
or five days after ere she coul< 
stink and staining. When 1 
came home, he found his wife 
and looking angrily; "what i 
quoth he. She at last could n< 
blamed him for warning her tc 
water, and showed him what 

" Whv WAflhpd rrf\n irx ;*o» 
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TALE CXXI.— OF TBS HUSBANDMAN THAT CAUSED TBS 
JUDGE TO GIVE 8ENTENCE AGAINST HIMSELF. 

A husbandman, in Zealand, came before 
the chief ruler of the country, whose bull had 
killed the poor man's cow; and, after he had 
leave to speak, he said, " my bull, leaping over 
a ditch, hath killed your cow ; what is the 
law?" The ruler, mistrusting no deceit, an- 
swered, "thou must pay for her." Then, 
with license, the poor man said, " sir, I failed 
in my tale, your bull hath killed my cow." 
The ruler, being a little moved, said, " this is 
another matter." The poor man said. " verily, 
it is all one thing, and you have truly judged." 

By this tale ye perceive, that a wise judge 
will first know the cause well, and yet will 
not be hasty to give sentence. The proverb 
biddeth thus, "judge righteously the cause of 
the poor and needy." * 



TALE CXXIL— of the Italian fbiae that should 

PEBACH BEffOBE THE BISHOP OP BOMB AMD HIS CAB- 
DINALS. 

A famous friar, in Italy, called Robert 
Liciens, appointed to preach before the Bishop 
of Borne and his cardinals, being in the pulpit, 
and beholding the bishop and his cardinals 
enter into the church with so great pomp, 



and now on the left; and so, wiuu 
ado, shoving through the flock, got hi 
leaving them all astonished; some 
him to be fallen into a fury; others s 
him to be fallen into some heresy, J 
Paganish belief that he burst out 1 
blasphemies; and, when it was eon 
lay him in prison, a cardinal, who 
wit and loved him, persuaded that ! 
first be called before the bishop ai 
cardinals, to hear what he would saj 
being inquired why he burst out int< 
blasphemies? he answered, that hi 
pointed a far other argument; a 
words, declared the whole sum of h 
••but when I, w said he, "saw y 
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heaven, or else you to be holding the straight 
way to hell; hat of you, that bear the keys of 
heaven, I could not persuade myself to deem 
evil; then, what else could I do but detest 
their foolishness, which when they might, 
after this fashion, have lived gloriously in all 
wealth and pleasure, would rather all their 
life torment themselves with watchings, fast- 
ings, and other painful labours." 



TALE C XXIII.— o» tbs doctob that said, " in 

UUUUCU8' WOBKfl W£A£ HKBBSI18." 

A notable doctor, preaching in a solemn 
audience, said, that in Erasmus' works were 
certain heresies; who, being come out of the 
pulpit, was desired of a learned man to show 
forth some place heretical. He answered, 
" that he had never read Erasmus' books; he 
began once to read the work entitled Moria, 
but by reason it was so high a style, he feared 
to fall into some heresy." 



TALE C XXI V.— of tbs faia* that pbxac&ed at 

PAUL'S CftOM AGAINST EAAAMU0. 

A great clerk, brought up by school doctors, 
not well understanding the Latin style and 



auouc to corrupt the Bible; " for 
he, " I dare be bold to say, that t 
tures ought not to be mingl 
eloquence of Tully nor yet of Cic 



TALE C XX V.— OF AMOTim fbiab 

KBABXUS FOB WRITING GUKAVA XI 

A friar, that preached on a 
people, inveighed greatly agait 
because he, in his book, called 
praiseth the apostles' doctrine 
theirs was Germana Theologies t: 
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than to suffer his brother "venire in capitis 
discrimen" that is to say, than his brother 
should stand in jeopardy of his life. This 
doting doctor interpreted his words thus, 44 the 
charterhouse monks were better eat flesh, 
than his head should a little ache." 

By these tales ye may see, what peevish 
preachers have been in this world; and, be 
they never so foolish, yet the ignorant people, 
lacking learning to judge such matters, think 
themselves well taught, when they be clean 
misled. 

TALE C XX VII.— OF KINO RICHARD the thud and 
THE NORTHERN MAN* 

After King Richard the third had usurped 
the crown of England, he, to stay and stablish 
the people, that sore murmured against his 
doings, sent for five thousand men dftt of the 
north parts up to London; and, as he was 
mustering them in Thicket's Field, one of the 
soldiers came, and clapping the king on the 
shoulder, said, " Diccon, Diccon, by the mass 
ays blithe that thou'st king." 

TALE CXXVIIL— of the canon and his man. 
A canon in Hereford, that kept a good 
house, took into his service a gentleman's son 



man," quoth he, - they nave «» 
table," "Sir," wid hi. man, t 
enough, even now, if they would 1 

alone." 

TALE CXXIX.-OT TOT MHZ CA«0» *1 
MAM. 

The same canon another time bi 
servant, after nipper, go down and 
of wine, to make hU guests drink . 
Lting, whom he had before :tau 
Should trice off the cover; so the 
bringing the candle in one hand. ■ 
oVw^ covered, m the other, offl 

then,. 




MERBT TALES. 219 
TALE C XXX,— or ths onmnfAR that ckscksd 

Hlf SBBYAXT FOS TALK OF BIMOUtO. 

A gentleman, brought up at London in an 
inn of court, was married, and kept a house 
in the country; and as he sat at supper, with 
his neighbours about him, upon an Allhal- 
low*s day, at night, among other commu- 
nication, he talked of the solemn ringing of 
the bells, as was the usage then. His man, 
that waited on the table, said to his master, 
" sir, he that were this night in London should 
hear wonderful ringing;" and so began a tale. 
His master, not content with his talk, said, 
" hold thy peace, fool ; wilt thou tell me of 
ringing in London, I know it, I trow, a little 
better than thou; for I have been there a 
hundred Allhallow nights." 



TALE C XXXI.— OF THE BUND MAW AJTD TBS SOT. 

A certain poor blind man, in the country, 
was led by a cursed boy to a house where a 
wedding was ; so the honest folks gave him 
meat; and, at last, one gave him a leg of a 
good fat goose, which the boy receiving, kept 
auide, and did eat up himself; anon the blind 
man said, " Jack, where is the leg of the 
goose?" M What goose?" quoth the boy, M I 



. j „v» MAKtv ouicu me 

was so near, as well as the goose th 
far from your nose?" 

TALE C XXXII.— OF HIM THAT SOLD TWO 
BAT. 

In London dwelt a merry pleas* 
which, for this time, we may call M 
who being arrayed somewhat hart 
with a pitchfork on his neck, went fc 
morning, and met with two loads 
coming to the city; for the which he I 
with the owners to pay thirty i 
" whither shall we bring them?" que 
" To the Swan, in Long Lane, by Sm 
quoth he; and so left them, and s 
t.Wrti«» 
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nobles," quoth he; bat at length they agreed 
for twenty shillings. When the hay was come, 
Makeshift bid them unload; and, while they 
were so doing, he came to the inn-holder, and 
said, " sir, I pray you let me have my money, 
for, while my men be unloading, I will go 
into the city to buy a little stuff to have home 
with me;" the good man was content, and 
gave it him, and so he went his way. When 
the men had unloaded the hay, they came and 
demanded their money; to whom the inn- 
holder said, "I have paid your master." 
44 What master?" quoth they. 44 Marry," quoth 
he, " the same man that made you bring the 
hay thither." "We know him not," quoth 
they. *' No more do I," quoth he; ** that same 
man bargained with me for the hay, and him 
I have paid; I neither bought nor sold with 
you." 44 That is not enough for us," quoth 
they; and thus they strove together; but 
what end they made I know not, for I think 
Makeshift came not again to agree them. 



TALE C XX XIII,— how a meut maw betiud to 

CALL PEOPLE TO A PLAT. * 

A merry man, called Qualitees, on a time 
set up bills upon posts about London, that 



play therein were 
moved the people, when the day 
come thither thick and threefold. Nov 
had hired two men to stand at the gate 1 
a box, as the fashion is, who took of ei 
person who came in a penny, or a halfpe 
at the least; so, when he thought the ma 
was at the best, he came to the gate, and 1 
from the men the box with money, and gfc 
them their duty, bade them go into the 
and see the room kept, for he should go 
fetch in the players; they went in, and 
went out, and locked the gate fast, and 1 
the key with him, and gat him on his geld 
which stood ready saddled without Aid 
"ate, at an inn, and towards Barnet he 
-~ - »1p tarried from two o'c 
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through his cheeks, saith one; it were well 
done to cut off his ears, said another; have 
him to Newgate, saith one; nay, have him to 
Tyburn, said another; shall we lose our money 
thus? saith he; shall we be thus beguiled? 
saith this man; should this be suffered? saith 
that man; and so, muttering and chiding, 
they came to the gate to go out; but they 
could not, for it was fast locked, and Qualitees 
had the key away with him. Now begin they 
afresh to fret andiume; now they swear and 
stare; now they stamp and threaten, for the 
locking in grieved them more than all the loss 
and mockery before; but all avail not, for 
there must they abide till ways be found to 
open the gate, that they may go out The 
maidens, that should have dressed their mas- 
ters' suppers, they weep and cry ; boys and 
apprentices sorrow and lament, they wot not 
what to say when they come home; for all 
this foul array, for all this great fray, Quali- 
tees is merry riding on his way. 



TALE CXXXTV. — how thk imags or ras Dim was 

LOST AMD BOUGHT. 

In the Goldsmiths' hall, among their other 
£>late, they had a fair standing cup with an 
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1; Jupiter forbode, but yet ho hath 
forth a mouse." Agesilaus, being 
i with his saying, answered, " and 

time will come that I shall seem to 
Uon ; " and not long after, it chanced, 
h a sedition that arose among the 
ian^when AgcsILaus vws gone from 

ins. 



B CX XXVI.— or con*, the idtoeiciaii, m 

certain man, called Corar, determined 
self, for meed, to teach the art of rhetoric, 
i whom a young man, named Tisiiis, 
•nanted on this wise, that he would pay 
his wages when he had properly learned 
science ; so, when he had learned the art, 
nade no haste to pay his teacher, where. 

his master sued him. When they came 
re the judges, the young man demanded 
us master, what was the effect of the 
ice? lie answered, in reasoning to per* 
le; "then go to, if I persuade these 
mrable judges that I owe you nothing, I 

pay you nothing, for yon are fast in 
r action ; and, if I cannot persuade them, 
l will I pay you nothing, because I hair* 
<4 



e art" Corar, 
jument against • 
Ade them that 
iccording to the 
f me my wages, 
r ; now, if thou 

shalt thou pay 
t condemned, by 

debtor." 



LKD ATHXKODOSUt, 

he philosopher, 
fc age, obtained 
home, he admo- 
apy, he should 

before he had, 
he twenty-four 
when the prince 
leed of him to 

silence; under 
1 the old man 
r. 

jive, that of all 
, ought specially 
Dral book saith, 
it it cannot dis- 
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cern truth;" and Seneca writeth, " that slow 
tarrying doth profit in nothing but in wrath." 



TALE C XXXVIII.— or tre nunrcR king and ths 

BKOOMBELLKB. 

As a French king, on a time, was in hunt- 
ing, he happened to lose his company; and 
coming through a broom heath, he heard a 
poor man and his wife piteously complain on 
fortune. The king, after he had well heard 
the long lamentation of their poor and miser- 
able state, came unto them; and after a few 
words, he questioned with them how they 
lived? they showed him how they came daily 
to that heath, and all the broom that they and 
their ass could carry home, was little enough 
to find them and their poor children meat. 
"Well," quoth the king, "look that you bring 
to-morrow early, to the court gate, as many 
brooms as you and your ass can carry; and 
see that you sell them well, for I warrant you 
they shall be bought apace;" they thanked 
him, and'io he departed from them. Anon 
came the lords, knights, and gentlemen to the 
king, and home they rode. After supper the 
king called them all before him, and gave 
them in commandment, that neither lord, 



There chanced* in a certaiJ 
realm, an office to Mi into the 
by the death of a man, whicl 
thousand crowns by the year; i 
gentleman, dwelling thereby, tn 
the said office, made as good 
court as he could ; and t as bocm 
come to the king's presence, he 
and, in most humble wise, del 
to give unto htm thaA bS&cft^ 
/# va* The king, pes**** 
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office it was, and thinking therewith to re- 
some such one of his servants that had 
deserved it, answered quickly, and said, 
friend, be content, you get it not." " 
gentleman, hearing these words, said, " I 
heartily thank your grace, both I and : 
are most bounden to pray for your highn 
and so, making low obeisance, went his 
When he had gone a little way, the king < 
manded to call him again ; when he was < 
back, the king asked, if he did well undera 
what answer he gave him? "Yes, tr 
said the gentleman. " What said I?" q 
the king. «* Marry, your grace bid m 
content, for I should not have the of 
u Why did you then," quoth the king, " 
me so great thanks?" " Because," said 
gentleman, " your grace gave me so soo 
answer, without longer suite and loss of 1 
which would have been to me a very n 
hinderance, for I have at home a great he 
hold, unto which it behoveth me to 
diligently, or else it will be wrong with : 
The king, marking well the wisdom 
dexterity of the gentleman, and conceivi 
^^vour towards him, said, "well, now i 
^~ou thank me twice, for thou shalt have 
*>£fc^e that you sue for; and then, casting 
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es on the chancellor, commanded him, that 
such writings as concerned the said office 
ould with all speed he made out, that he 
ire at home again to overlook his family. 



TALE C XL. —WHAT AN ITALIAN WAX DID TM BUM 
PREACHING. 

Robert Liciens, a friar of Italy, of whom we 
oke before, preaching on a time with great 
hemency and gesture, exhorted the prince 
d people to make war against the Turks, 
id others, the enemies of Christendom; and 
tien he came to the very effect, and most 
>t and earnest in his tale, he began to weep 
at there were none that would, to so goodly 
purpose, offer themselves to be captains; "if 
is be the let of the matter, behold me here, 
tuch will be nothing abashed to cast aside 
is grey friar's coat, and to take upon me to 
! a soldier or your captain;" and even, with 
at word, he cast off his upper coat, and 
iderneath he was a plain soldier, arrayed in 
scarlet cloak, and a long rapier hanging by 
s side; and in this warlike apparel, in the 
■rsonage of a captain, he stood and preached 
ilf an hour. Being sent for of the cardinals, 
th whom he was familiar, he was asked, 
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m pretence of that new example? 
id, that he did it for hhs tench's 
ho familiarly confessed, that no- 
e said Robert displeased her, save 
oat ; then said he to her, " in what 
11 1 hest please you?" ** In a man 
uoth she, " Then see that ye be 
on to-morrow,* qnoth he. 
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